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PREFACE. 


yf^  t  he  foil  owing  fiort  Treatife  was  haftily 
^£jL  'wrote  ^  it  may  probably  appear  ificorrect 
D  to  the  Judicious^  but  as  the  Defign  was 

to  reprefent  the  Value  and  Importance  of  the 
Northern  Colonies  to  this  Kingdom ^  I  hope  it 
will  anfwer  my  Inteiitions  of  promoting  the 
public  Good. 

Their  Trade  and  Produce  have  not  hitherto 
becfi properly  encouraged,  altho  their  Utility  may 
be  eaftly  ccmp>-ehended  j  a  fmall  Bounty  on  the 
federal  rough  Materials  they  are  capable  of 
raifmg,  and  fipping  Home,  would  foon  ena- 
ble them  to  (apply  the  Nation  with  a  Variety 
^  of  Articles,  in  Return  for  its  Mafiufa^ures, 
which  are  new  pur  chafed  cf  Foreigners  with 
Ca(h,  and  ifnported  in  their  Ships. 

The 


(  vi  ) 

Hoe  SeftU?ig  of  Nova  Scotia  will  hi  a  few 
I'ears  re?ider  the  prefent  Inhabitants  Induf- 
trlous  and  ufeful^  whereby  it  may  be  juflly 
accounted  a  mojl  valuable  Acquifition,  which 
will  be  the  more  confiderable,  as  the  Conditions 
oj  its  Settlement  may  be  fi  advantageoufy  caU 
culated  as  to  fill  it  without  drainifig  our  Mo- 
ther-Country of  its  Inhabitants.  For  this 
Purpofe  I  have  dfcribed  the  Soil^  ^lality, 
end  Manner  of  imprcvifjg  the  fever al  Parts 
of  it  from  my  own  Obfervation^  whereby  it 
will  appear  how  eajily  it  may  be  effe&cd  at 
a  veryjmall  Charge ^  compared  with  the  Bene^ 
fits  that  will  naturally  refult  from  it. — But  if 
they  were  doubtful ^  yet  the  Advantages  the 
French  might  otherwife  make  of  this  Province, 
and  the  Want  of  an  efieBual  Barrier  jor  fe- 
curing  the  Poff^fionj  Trade,  and  Fifiery  of  the 
"Northern  Colonies  againfl  their  Efforts  in  a 
future  TVar,  fufficiently  demonfirate  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of  keeping  it  cut  of  their  Hands,  with- 
out being  diverted  by  the  Confideration  of  the 
Expencey  and  this  is  the  more  obvious,  and 
important,  as  they  will  always  be  expofcd  to 

the 
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the  Attach  of  the  French,  frcm  the  Neigb^ 
hour  hood  ojQdi'^^  Breton. 

Imuft  here  beg  the  Reader's  Indulgence  for 
faying  a  Word  in  Support  of  ?}iy  Remarks  on 
that  Ifland. 

I  am  fenfible  that  a  high  Opinion  has  been 
conceived  of  its  Worthy  and  ivith  good  Reafon, 
Jrom  the  concurrent  Accounts  of  both  Engliih 
and  French  IV r iters  j  but  as  the  former  have 
been  principally  copied  from  the  latter,  their 
Veracity  may  be  jairly  called  in  ^ejlion  : 
This  I  have  a  Right  to  doy  Jrom  the  exaBeJl 
Information  I  could  obtain  on  the  Spot,  and  1 
can  fafely  appeal  to  the  moji  intelligent  Perfons^ 
who  have  refided  there  lo?ig  enough  to  make 
proper  Obfervations,  to  confirm  luhat  I  have 
advanced. 

By  fortifying  Nova  Scotia;  by  encouraging 
the  Importation  of  its  Produce  to  be  ivr ought  up 
here^  and  promoting  the  Fijhery  in  Tifne  of  Peace; 
by  Jlationing  a  proper  Naval  Force  there ^  and 
on  the  Coajloj  New- England/;/  Time  of  War  ^ 

this 
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ibis  Kingdom  may  fectire  to  if/elf  all  the  Ad^ 
vantages  that  could  have  arofe  from  the  Pop- 
fejfion  ^Louifburg,  at  a  lefs  Expence  than 
would  have  been  repiiftte  for  keepwg  fo  large 
a  Fortrefs  in  Repair^  and  defending  it  with  a 
proper  Garrifon, 

Settling  of  the  Cape  Sable  Shore^  will  un- 
doubt ediy  make  a  Winter's  Cod- Fi fiery  prac^ 
ticabky  and  may  foon  become  more  confidcra^ 
hie  than  any  that  ever  has  been  profecuted, 
and  as  the  Fifij  caught  and  cured  in  that  Sea- 
fon  exceed  all  others^  they  will  of  coiirfe  come  to 
a  better  Market  in  all  Farts  of  the  World, 

oris  LITTLE. 
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THE 


STATE 


OF    TH  E 


North- Afjierican  Trade,  and  Settle-* 
ments  confidered  ; 

With  a  particulv  ACCOUNT  of 

NOVA    SCOTIA, 


GREAT-BRirJIN  has  en- 
joyed  the  Benefit  of  a  moft  exten- 
live  Commerce,  ^mct  the  Difco- 
vcry  of  America  J  which,  if  pro- 
perly attended  to,  will  contribute  more  to 
its  future  IntcLcft,  than  any  other  Branches  of 
Trade,  by  enlarging  the  Demand  for  all  its 
ManafaiTtures,  and  increafioi!  the  Means  of 
its  Navul  Force. 


B 


That 


( >° ) 

That  the  Riches  and  Strength  of  this 
Nation  depend  principally  on  its  Commerce 
with  foreign  Countries,  and  its  own  Colonies, 
is  a  Fadt  that  needs  no  Illuftration ;  it  being 
equally  true  in  Regard  to  all  trading  King- 
doms J  for  the  Increafe  of  Wealth  and  Power 
has  generally  been  proportionate  to  the  En- 
largement of  their  Trade,  and  Hiftory  fully 
proves,  that  Ruin  and  Defolation  have  al- 
ways attended  the  Lofs  of  it  j  the  mofl:  flou- 
rifhins:  are  indebted  to  it  for  their  Grandeur, 
and  the  mofl  opulent  and  powerful  have  been 
undone  by  the  Negleft  of  it. 

As  every  State  in  Europe  feems  defirous 
©f  increafing  its  Trade,  and  the  Acquifition 
of  Wealth  enlarges  the  Means  of  Power,  it 
is  neceilary,  in  order  to  preferve  an  Equality 
with  them,  that  this  Kingdom  extend  its 
Commerce  in  proportion  ;  but  to  acquire  a 
Superiority,  due  Encouragement  ought  to  be 
given  to  fuch  of  its  Branches,  as  will  mofl 
effectually  enrich  its  Inhabitants. 


As 


(  n  ) 

As  Trade  enables  the  Subjeifl  to  fuppor- 
the  Adminiftration  of  Government,  the  left 
fening  or  dcltroying  that  of  a  Rival,  has  the 
fame  effedt,  as  if  this  Kingdom  had  enlarged 
the  Sources  of  its  own  Wealth  j  it  is  evident 
from  hence,  that  it  is  not  fufficient  to  fupport 
the  Credit  of  a  Country  with  its  Neighbours, 
that  its  Commerce  be  enlarged  only,  unlefs 
its  Increafe  be  proportionate  to  theirs :  But, 
as  an  Afcendency  is  to  be  gained  by  checking 
the  Growth  of  theirs,  as  well  as  by  the  In- 
creafe of  its  own,  whenever  one  of  thefc 
happens  to  be  the  Confequence  of  the  other 
to  this  Nation,  its  Figure  and  Reputation 
will  rife  (o  a  greater  Height  than  ever. 

My  Purpofe  being  to  fliew  how  far  thefe 
good  Effeds  may  be  produced  by  encouraging 
the  JSJorth-American  Trade  and  Settlements, 
I  fliall  confine  myfclf  to  thofe  Branches 
which  are  capable  of  the  greateft  Improve- 
ment. 

B  2  That 
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That  the  Riches  of  a  Cotmfry  confift  in  the 
'Number  of  its  Inhabitants^  is  an  Expreiiion 
that  drops  from  the  Pen  of  every  Writer ; 
but  it  muft  alv/ays  be  underftood,  that  thofe 
Inijabitants  are  properly  employed,  and  fui- 
tably  encouraged  j  for,  otherwife,  it  would 
•appear  to  be  an  odd  Pofition,  that  a  Country 
fhould  be  called  rich,  when  it  is  only  filled 
with  Vagabonds  and  Beggars. 

Bat  vvhen  it  is  confidered,  that  the  Nor- 
thern Colonies^  in  lefs  than  Jive  Years,  have  loft 
above  j'6^i;^«  tiooufand  of  their  moft  adlive  and 
induftrious  Inhabitants  by  an  uncommon  Ar- 
dour in  exerting  themfelves  for  the  public 
Good,  befides  a  Habit  of  Idlenefs  that  has 
been  contradted  by  a  large  Body,  which  has 
been  long  in  Arms  waiting  for  Employment ; 
to  which  may  be  added  three  thoujand  more, 
who  having  entered  on  board  his  Maj-^fty's 
St-ips  of  War,  and  Privateers,  are  never  like 
to  return ;  their  Lofs  will  appear  almoft  in- 
valuable, and  not  to  be  repaired  but  by  re- 

oiacing 


(  13) 

placing  a  much  fuperior  Number  of  Men  In 
the  Country.  From  the  apparent  Connexion 
between  the  Northern  Colonies  and  the  Weft'^ 
Indies,  and  their  join-  Relation  to  this  King- 
dom, it  is  evident,  that  the  Increafe  of  In- 
habitants in  the  former,  will  contribute  more 
to  the  common  Intereft,  than  employing  the 
like  Number  at  Home.  This,  Mr.  Wood 
in  a  Treatife  on  Trade,  has  demonftrated 
to  be  nearly  in  a  Proportion  of  five  to 
one ;  from  whence  it  follows,  that  the  be- 
fore-mentioned Lofs  is  equal  to  that  o^  fifty 
thoufdnd  Labourers  and  Artificers  here  -,  and 
in  regard  ro  thofe  Colonies  vaftly  exceeds  the 
Grant  lately  made  them  by  Parliament,  as 
thj  Value  of  their  Labour  for  three  Years 
only  would  have  been  eqnal  to  that  Sum ; 
and  notwithilanding  a  Je?loufy  has  been  fre- 
quently excited  on  account  of  their  Growth, 
it  will  appear,  that  the  Commerce  and  Na- 
val Povvtr  of  this  Kinsidom  will  frreatly 
depend  on  their  future  Enccura?ement  and 
Piotedtion. 

Tiie 


i  H  ) 

The  Policy  and  Wifdom  of  a  Govern- 
ment  difcovers   itfelf  in  nothing  more  evi- 
dently, than  by  proportioning  its  Influences  Co 
as  to  fupport,  and  cherifli  the  Circulation  of 
Trade,    and  Manufadures,    in   its   minute 
Parts,   as  well  as  its  large  and  more  opulent 
Members ;  the  fmaller  Wheels  in  a  Machine 
being  as  neceflary  to  make  it  ufeful  as  the 
largeft,    and  commonly   require  the   nicefl 
Skill  of  the  Artificer  in  their  Regulation  : 
And  without  a  due  Regard  be  had  in  every 
State  to  the  Trade  of  its  Individuals,   there  is 
the  greatefl:  Danger  of  the  v^eaker  Parts  being 
oppreffcd  by  the  ftronger ;  and  whenever  this 
happens,  the  Extremities  are  fure  of  being  the 
firft,  and  generally  the  greateft  Sufferers,  as 
by  their  Remotenefs  from  the  Vitals,    they 
feel  lefs  of  their  Influences,  and  labour  longeft 
under  their  Diftrefs  ;  and  although  Diforders 
of  this  Kind  do  not  immediately  affed:  the 
whole,  yet  the  fmalleft  Obftruciions,    if  not 
feafonably  removed,    often  produce  a  general 
Stagnation,   and  may  prove  as  dangerous  to 
the  political,  as  to  the  natural  Body. 

It 


It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  before  I 
proceed  any  flirther,  that  fome  Perfons,  either 
thro'  Prejudice,  or  for  Want  of  better  Infor- 
mation, are  too  apt  to  iniinuate,  that  great 
Care  ought  to  be  takeriy  lejl  thofe  Colonies  grow 
too  powerful^  and  fet  up  a  Government  of  their 
$wn.  This  is  fo  far  from  having  the  leall 
Foundation  to  fupport  it,  that  I  am  pofitive 
no  People  on  Earth  are  more  firmly  attached 
to  their  Prince,  than  they  are  to  his  Majefty 
and  the  prefent  Eftablirtiment,  being  all 
Proteftants,  who  have  ever  manifefled  the 
greateft  Abhorrence  of  Popery,  by  which 
Means  Roman-Catholics  have  been  always 
deterred  from  fettling  in  the  Country,  and 
their  conftant,  and  repeated  Demon ftrations 
of  Zeal  and  Loyalty  to  the  Britijb  Govern- 
ment, are  fufficient  to  clear  them  from  every 
Arpcr/ion  of  this  Kind  j  but  to  make  the 
Matter  more  evident,  it  may  be  obfcrved,  that 
if  they  were  ten  Times  more  populous,  and 
wealthy  than  they  are  at  prefent,  no  Mo- 
tive could  be  urg'd  of  fufficient  Weight  to 
induce  ihcm  to  a  Revolt  j  nciilier  the 
(  Love 
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Love  of  Liberty,  Force  of  Oppreilion,  Bur- 
then of  Taxes,  or  Defire  of  becoming  more 
powerful,  could  poilibly  influence  them  to 
ftruggle  for  Independency:  If  the  Love 
of  Power  and  Liberty  fliould  be  taken  into 
Confideration,  'tis  apparent  that  they  enjoy 
as  great  a  Share  of  both  as  any  of  his  Majefty's 
Subjedts,  and  much  more  than  if  they  v/cre 
an  independent  Government  j  for,  in  that 
cafe,  they  muft  be  fuppofcd  to  put  them- 
felves  into  the  Hands  of  fome  foreign 
State,  which  could  protect  them  from  the 
jufl  Refentment  of  this  Kingdom  j  and  it  is 
well  known  that  is  not  to  be  done  ;  but  if  it 
could,  to  whom  are  they  to  apply  that  would 
continue  to  them  the  Liberties  they  enjoy 
now  ?  No  People  in  their  Senfes  would  fub- 
jedt  themfelves  to  the  French^  Spaniards 
or  Dutch,  with  a  View  of  fecuring  their  Pri- 
vileges wi:h  greater  Tranquility  than  t.bey  at 
prefent  enjoy  them  ;  and  fhould  they  aim  at 
abfolute  Independency,  the  Expence  of  de* 
fending  themfelves  would  infinitely  exceed 
any  they  have  ever  yet  been  Ilibjedt  to,  and 

indeed. 
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indeed,    they  could  not  fubfill:  without  the 
Protedtion  of  their  Mother  Country. 

As  to  any  Difcontents  that  might  arife 
from  OpprefTion,  or  the  Burthen  of  Taxe?, 
they  are  fubjedl  to  none  but  fuch  as  refult 
from  Laws  of  their  own  making,  an  Indul- 
gence they  cfteem  themfelves  fccured  of  un- 
der a  Proteftant  King,  and  which  gives  them 
a  Share  of  Power  equal  to  their  Defires  ;  and 
as  their  very  Being,  in  a  manner,  depends 
on  this  Kingdom,  their  Trade  is  fo  clofely 
connected  with,  and  grafted  on  it,  that  no- 
thing would  fo  effedually  ruin  them,  as  to 
be  deprived  of  it,  for  were  they  to  be  fun- 
plied  with  European  Goods  by  any  other 
State,  the  Difference  would  prove  fatal  to 
them.  Upon  the  whole,  nothing  can,  nor 
ever  will,  prevail  upon  them  to  attempt,  or 
think  of  a  State  of  Independency,  whilft 
they  enjoy  the  Freedom  oi  EngUpj  Subjeds 
under  fo  happy  a  Conflitution. 

But  if,  after  all,  it  be  thought  dangerous 
tc)  fuller  the  Colonies  to  ^rovv  too  large    left 

C  they 
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they  (hould  take  it  in  their  Heads  to  revolt, 
'tis  preity  extraordinary,  that  neither  the 
French,  Dutch  nor  Spaniards  have  mtx  been 
difcouraged  from  promoting  their  American 
SvCtlements;  their  Cafe  is  widely  different 
from  ours  ;  were  the  French  or  Dutch  Co- 
lonies, for  inflance,  to  revolt  to  the  Englifh^ 
it  wo.Jd  fcarce  be  poffible  for  France  or 
HoUand  10  regain  them  j  but  as  to  the  Spa^ 
nifi  Domi.'iiops  in  Americay  not  all  the  Force 
ot  Old  Spa'n^  if  it  was  contiguous  to  that 
Contincntj  would  be  lufficient  to  reduce 
t  e  i\ ;  and  akhough  there  is  fcarce  a  Native 
o  A  .erica  that  is  fuffered  to  hold  a  Pofl  of 
Prjiit,  they  wear  their  Chains  with  great 
Co.iten;ment  5  but  to  fuppofe  a  People  fub- 
jcCt  to  nv)ne  of  thefe  Grievances  capable  of  a 
li :. git:;  Thought  of  fetting  up  for  themfdves, 
is  branding  them  with  a  Difpofition  fo  fooHHi 
and  unaccountable  as  cannot  well  be  con- 
ceived. 

To  fliew  what  may  be  faved  to  the  King- 
dom, as  well  as  gained  by  its  enlarged  Trade 
to  the  Northern  Plantations,  'tis  to  my  Pur- 

pofs 
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pofe  to  obfefve,  that  the  Sugar- Colonies  could 
not  fubfift  without  them  :  xMoll  of  the  Ma- 
terials for  their  Buildings  and  Works,  as  well 
as  Provifions,  Cafk  for  Spirits,  Sugars,  Mo- 
lofTes,  G?f.  come  from  thence,  and  that  they 
conitantly  fend  the  greateft  Part  of  their 
EfFcdts  home  in  Ncixj-Eng/and-buAt  Ships, 
l^^ithout  which  they  would  not  be  able  to 
bear  the  Duties  p.iid  in  this  Kingdom,  by 
reafon  of  the  excelTive  Pace  of  Freights. 

This,  if  rightly  confidered,  will  appear  to 
be  an  Article  of  great  Importance  in  regard 
10  the  French  IVejt- Indies  Mr.  Ajh.'ey  has 
very  juftly  obferved.  That,  '  (hould  Pian^a- 

*  tion-built  Ships   be  difcouraged,    Freight 

*  would  be  fo  dear,    as  to  lole  the  Britijh 

*  Nation  o^ie  of  its  greateft  Advantages  ovcr 

*  its  Rivals  in  Trade, —  a  iow  Freight  ;  and 
'  from  the  great  Traffick  of  the  Kingdom^ 

*  they  muft  be  compelled   to  buy  Materials 
-o:  building  of  Ships,    of  Foreigners^    witli 

'  Cafh,  infiead  of  their  own  Manu£^(flure?, 
'  to  the  enriching  of  fuch  Foreigners^  and  the 

*  Difcouragement  of  our  America?!  Cclcmes : 

Cz  '  That 
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That  In  (lead  of  prejudicing  that  Branch  of 
Bufinefs  here,  the  refitting  and  iinifhing 
Plantation-built  Ships  often  gives  as  much 
Advantage  to  the  Shipwrights,  as  the  build- 
ing of  new  Ships.  The  French  take  the 
Benefit  of  our  Plantation-built  Ships  to 
carry  their  Sugars  to  Spai?2,  and  commonly 
pay  for  them  in  the  Produce  of  their  own 
lilands,  and  have,  in  this  Inflance,  a  very 
great  Advantage  of  us.  "  That  the  faving 
of  a  Shilling  or  Eighteen-pence  only  per 
Hundred  in  the  Article  of  Freight,  would 
go  near  to  enable  us  to  under-fell  them  at 
foreign  Markets,  if  the  Ships  employed  in 
the  Sugar  Trade  were  indulged  with  the 
fame  Privileges,  as  thofe  which  are  com- 
monly called  A£i  Ships.  That  the  flou- 
rifliing  State  of  the  BritiJJj  Commerce, 
and  the  Revenues  arifing  therefrom,  are,  in 
no  fmall  Degree,  owing  to  a  Ioijj  Freight^ 
occafioned  chiejiy  from  our  building  Ships 
fo  cheap  in  our  American  Flantatiom» 
That  fince  the  French  flruggle  fo  hard  to 
gather  Strength  in  America^  furely  it  is  the 
true  Interefl  of  this  Kingdom  to  do  fo  too, 

and 
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^  and  to  encourage  its  Northern,    as  well  as 

*  its  Southern  Colonies,    fo  that  they  may 

*  both  contribute  to  the  Support  and  Benefit 
'  of  their  Mother  Country.     "  The  Northern 

*  Colonies  are  a  great  Support  to  the  Naval 

*  Power  of  Great-Britain,  a?id  ajjift^  in  a  great 
'  Meaftire^  in  giving  us  a  Superiority  at  Sea 

*  over  all  other  Nations  in  the  World:  They 

*  fupply  the  King's  Yards  with  great  Quan- 
'  tities  of  Malls,  Yards  and  Bowfprits  inftead 

*  of  thofe  of  foreign  Growth,    with  Pitch, 

*  Tar  and  Turpentine,    for  all  which  im- 
'  menfe   Quantities  of  Goods  are  exported 

*  from  Great-Britain^    which  prevents  five 

*  Times  the  Value  thereof  from  ^oins;  out  of 

*  the  Kingdom  in  Cafli  to  Siveden^  and  other 

*  foreign  Countries.' 

All  the  Articles  with  which  the  Britijh 
Weji-lndies  are  fupplicd,  require  a  great 
Number  of  Artificers  and  labouring  Men  to 
fit  them  for  Shipping  ;  and  they  are  in  fuch 
Demand,  as  to  be  the  molt  confidera- 
blc  Branch  of  the  Ne-^'-Enghvid  Trade,  al- 
though the  Price  of  every  Article  is  fo  high, 

as 
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as  greatly  to  affed  the  Value  and  Increafe  of 
the  IV eft-India  Produce  ;  but  if  the  Price  of 
Labour  in  the  Northern  Colonies  could 
be  reduced  ffty  per  Cent,  the  Weft- India 
Ifiands  would  receive  all  their  Supplies  fo 
much  cheaper  as  to  be  able,  in  thirty  or 
jorty  Year?,  to  double  their  Remittances, 
and,  confequently,  the  Duties  paid  on  Im- 
portation. 

By  enlarging  the  Trade,  and  increafing  the 
IJumber  of  Inhabitants  in  the  Northern  Colo- 
nies, their  Demand  and  Abilities  to  pay 
for  Britijh  Goods  would  be  proportiona- 
ble. 

But  the  Price  of  the  feveral  Commodities 
with  which  the  Sugar- Colonies  are  fupplied, 
and  thofe  which  are  returned  to  England^  is 
much  higher  than  if  the  Country  was  fuller  of 
Inhabitants,  the  Want  of  which  difables  the 
Merchant  from  (liipping  its  Produce,  but  to 
his  own  Lofs,  unlefs  he  carefully  attends  to 
fuch  Articles  as,  by  a  Fludluation  peculiar  to 
Trade^  come  to  a  better  Market  at  one  time 

than 
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than  another  j  but  were  the  Price  of  Labouf 
reduced,  every  Cargo  he  fhipped  would  ftand 
chuiged  at  a  lower  Price,  and  he  would  be 
enabled  to  pay  more  for  his  Goods  in  Eng- 
land  as  foon  as  they  are  purchaled. 

The   Redudlion  of  the  Price  of  Freight 

from    the    fVefl-lndies^    by     increafing   the 

Number  of  Ships,  is  an  Article  of  great  Con- 

(eqi'cnce  to  the  Sugar  Illands,  in  whicft  they 

cannot  well  be  eafed,  but  by  Means  of  the 

Northern  Colonies,  for  their  Confumption  of 

Britijh  Manufadtures    is    fo  inconfidcrable, 

comp.ired  with  the  Effe<fls  they  fend  Home, 

that  Lhe  Owners  of  VeiTels  here  muft  fit  them 

out  for  the  common  Proiit  of  Freights  from 

thence  only ;  but  the  Merchants  in  New-Eng- 

landtivc  conilanily  employed  in  building  Ships 

for  their  Correfpondents  in  this  Kingdomj 

which  are  full  freighted  from  Boflon  to  the 

WeJi'Indies^  and  very  often  the  Profit  is  equal 

to,  and  fometimes  exceeds  that  of  the  Freight 

to  England,  fo  that  the  Increafe  of  Ships  will 

.'jot  only  oblige  them   to  carry  their  Freights 

cheaper 
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cheaper,  but  will  occafion  a  conftant  and 
large  Supply  of  all  the  North  America?!  Pro- 
duce, by  which  they  will  be  enabled  to  in- 
creafe  their  Stock,  fettle  new  Plantations, 
and,  in  a  few  Years,  pay  double  the  Duty 
here  upon  the  Produce  of  their  own  Iflands, 
which  is  an  Event  that  principally  depends 
on  the  Increafe  of  Inhabitants  in  the  Northern 
Colonies. 

The  ealier  to  comprehend  the  Certainty 
of  this  Obfervation,  it  is  neceffary  to  caft  our 
Eyes  a  while  on  the  French  Sugar-Iflands, 
whofe  Supplies  have  commonly  cofl  them 
thirty  or  forty  per  Cent,  more  than  our  own ; 
notwithftanding  which,  the  Progrefs  they  have 
made  fmce  the  laft  War,  bids  fair  for  fupply- 
ing  all  Europe  with  Sugars,  and  whenever 
they  are  furnifhed  with  the  Produce  ofNorth- 
Amerjca,  as  cheap  as  our  Iflands,  they  will 
be  able  to  underfell  us  at  all  foreign  Markets. 

An  Objedion  has  often  been  made  againft 
promoting  the  Intereft  of  the  Northern  Colo- 
nies, on  account  of  the  inconfiderable  Pro- 
portion 
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portion  they  pay  to  the  public  Revenue, 
notwithltanding  it  is  pretty  evident,  that  nei- 
ther the  Southern  Colonies,  nor  the  Weft- 
Indies  would  be  able  to  pay  any  Duties  at  all, 
were  it  not  for  the  Supplies  and  Afliftance  of 
the  former :  But  fuppofing  this  was  not  the 
Cafe,  and  that  the  Northern  Colonies  yearly 
receive  j/?a: /j/vw^/W  thoufand  Pounds  in  5r/- 
tiftj  Manufaftures,  which  are  paid  for  in  fuch 
Articles  as  are  confumed  in  Rngland^  and  pay 
no  Duty  j  on  the  other  hand,  the  Weft-India 
Hands  yearly  receive  the  Value  ol four  hundred 
thoufand  Pounds  in  Britiftj  Manufad;ures,and 
\zvci\\.  fix  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling 
in  Sugars,  Q?t.  that  pay  Duty  here,  this 
Kingdom  gains  more  by  the  former  than 
the  latter  ;  this  follows  from  the  Duty's  being 
paid  finally  by  the  Confumer  ;  for  were  it 
taken  off,  certainly  the  Price  of  Sugars  would 
fill  in  proportion,  and,  confequendy,  the  whole 
Amount  of  the  Duty  would  be  laved  by  the 
Confumers  ;  and  was  it  to  be  laid  on  the 
Produce  of  the  Northern  Colonies  in  the 
fame  Proportion,  all  the  Difference  would 
D  con  fill 
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confifl:  in  {hlfting  the  Payment  from  the  Con- 
fiitners  of  the  former  to  the  Confumers  of  the 
latter,  and  yet  the  Subjed  pays  it  here  in  ei- 
ther Cafe. 

But  what  mofl:  nearly  concerns  the  Intereil 
of  Great-Britaifi  is,  the  farprizing  Progrefs 
the  French  have  made,  and  are  fo  intent  in 
purfuing,  by  Means  of  their  Plantation- 
Trade  ;  it  is  evident,  that  the  Supplies  of 
Provifions  from  Ireland^  and  both  Provifions 
2.ndih\\mhtv  ixom.  New- England^  have  been 
no  inconfiderable  Means  of  their  Growth  ; 
but  to  leave  them  both  out  of  the  Queftion, 
the  French  are  endeavouring,  by  all  poflible 
Means,  to  furnifli  themfelves  with  thefe 
Articles  from  their  own  'Northern  Colo- 
nies. 

The  Engllfi  were,  for  fome  time,  poiTef- 
fed  of  the  Sea-Coaft  of  North- America^ 
before  the  French  had  made  any  confidera- 
bie  Progrefs  in  it  j  they  at  firfl  fettled  on  the 
North  Side  of  the  River  5/.  Lawrence,  and 

gra- 
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gradually  extended  their  Settlements     frcm 
thence  to  the  Mouth  of  Mijjijipj  River,  cul- 
tivating the  ftridteft  Harmony   with   the  Na- 
tives   by    inter-Marriages,      and   profelyting 
them  to   the    Romijh  Faith   v^^hereby  they 
maintain  a  regular  Correipondence   through 
fcveral  Lakes,  and  large  Branches  of  thofe  Ri- 
vers, for  near  eight  hundred  Leagues,  on  the 
Back    of   all    the    Englifh   Colonies  ;    this 
not   only  makes  them  Maflers  of  the  Furr^ 
Trade,   but   will  in  Time  put   it  in  their 
Power   to  furniih  France^    and  the   Wejl- 
Indies^  with  all  Sorts  of  Naval  Stores,  Ships, 
Iron,  Hemp,    Flax,    and  every  Thing  elfe 
they  are  in  Want  of  that  is  produced  in  North 
America. 

I  am  fenfible  thofe  Parts  of  New  France 
that  lie  in  the  moll  Northern  Latitudes,  are  not 
likely  to  produce  maiy  of  thole  Article*;  ; 
but  as  they  claim  a  Trad:  of  Land  of  vaft 
Extent,  viz.  from  New  Orleans  on  the  South, 
to  the  Laritudc  of  fixty  Degrees  North, 
wliich  is  above  Jix  hundred  Leagues  5  and  in 
Breadth  tro.n  the  Streii^hts  of  BclUjle  in 
D  2  Lon- 
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Longitude  yf/?y-/Z'^v«  Well,  to  the  Lake  De 
Bois  is  not  lefs  than  Jix  hundred  Leagues 
from  Eaft  to  Weft,  every  thing  is  to  be 
found  in  it  that  the  Englijh  Colonies  can 
boaft  of. 

Thus  the  French  have  artfully  extended 
their  Lines  within  our  Colonies,  not  only 
with  a  Defign  to  cut  off  our  Communication, 
and  trade  with  the  Natives,  but  to  croud 
fuch  of  them  into  the  Sea,  as  are  too  weak 
to  make  a  Refiftance,  and,  finally,  to  mafler 
the  whole  Continent. 

This  is  not  an  Event  that  may  feem  pracfli- 
cable  in  an  Age,  but  yet  the  Continuance  of 
the  fame  Zeal  and  Care  in  promoting  their 
Settlements  for  thirty  Years  to  come,  which 
has  fo  manifeflly  evinced  itfelf  for  thirty  Years 
paft,  would  render  it  noditiicult  Undertaking . 
befides,  the  ambitious  Views  of  France  leave 
no  room  to  doubt,  but  they  will  attempt 
what  their  Intereft  fo  evidently  calls  for  ;  it  is 
beyond  Difpute,  but  their  Proceeding  on  this 

Plan 
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Plan  will  foon  put  it  in  their  Power  ;  the 
FofTefHon  of  Nova  Scotia  only  for  twenty 
Years  in  Peace  or  War,  would  be  no  incon* 
fiderable  Means  of  effedting  it. 

Should  the  Briti/h  Colonies  be  negkdled, 
or  not  equally  countenanced  with  the  Frenchy 
or  to  make  it  worfe,  (hould  an  unfeafonable 
and  groundlefs  Jealoufy  be  the  Means  of 
checking  their  Growth,  and  difcouraging 
their  Settlements,  whilft  the  French  are  ftri- 
ving  with  all  their  Might  to  cherifli  theirs, 
and  fpare  neither  Art,  Labour  nor  Expencc 
to  make  them  confiderable,  furely  no  one  can 
doubt  but  the  Event  muft  prove  fatal  to 
us. 

It  is  evident  what  Strefs  the  French  lav 
npon  North  America^  from  the  immenle 
Sums  they  have  expended  to  fccure  their 
PoirefTions,  and  to  reduce  ours  to  their  Obe- 
dience i  the  Charge  of  fortifying  Louiiburgh 
and  ^lebeCj  the  PenliOns  and  Salaries  yearly 
paid  in  Canada^  the  Lofs  attending  Duke 
D' Anviili\  tVuitlels  Attempt  on  No-':a  Scotia 

und 
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and  Cape  Breton^  and  the  great  additional 
One  of  their  Fleet  the  laft  Year,  muft  amount 
to  an  immenfe  Sum  ;  one  tenth  Part  of  which 
expended  in  the  fettling  of  Nova  Scotia, 
would  be  produdlive  of  fuch  Advantages  in 
the  Increafe  of  the  moft  valuable  Branches  of 
Trade,  as  would  exceed  the  whole  Expencc 
the  French  have  been  at  in  promoting  and  fe- 
curing  their  Colonies. 

The  Whale-FiihQvy,  which  Is  now  totally 
negledted,  might  be  rendered  very  profitable 
if  properly  attended  to  5  how  this  Nation 
fhould  have  difcontinued  it  fo  long  is  ditiicult 
to  account  for,  but  it  may  be  obferved,  fince 
the  Merchants  here  decline  it,  that  the  Man- 
ner of  fitting  VefTels,  Boat.-,  Craft,  and  killing 
the  Fifh,  in  pradice  amongft  the  New- 
Etjgland-M.tny  exceeds  that  of  any  People 
in  Europe^  makes  their  Siiccefs  more  certain 
and  their  Voyages  lefs  expenfive,  but  the 
Want  of  Seamen  prevents  their  profecuting  of 
it  to  Advantage  j  by  transferring  this  Bufinefs 
from  the  Dutch  to  the  Colonies,  they  might 
not    only   fupply   Great -Britain  with  Bone 

and 
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and  Oil  for  home  Confumption,  but  with 
large  Quantities  for  Exportation,  and  increafc 
the  Demand  for  Eritijh  Manufadures. 

After  having  thus  lightly  touched  upon 
thefe  Points,  I  prefume  it  will  be  agreeable 
to  give  a  brief  Defcription  of  the  Northern 
Colonies^  more  particularly  of  thofe  Parts 
which  are  moft  commodious  for  new  Settle- 
ments. 

NEW-ENGLj^ND  is  bounded  by 
New-Tor k  on  the  Weft,  New  France  on 
the  North- Weft,  Nova  Scotia  on  the  North- 
Eaft,  and  the  main  Ocean  on  the  Eaft  and 
South,  extending  about  o?ie  bu?idred  and  twenty 
Leagues  from  South  to  North,  and  eighty 
Leagues  in  Breadth  from  Eaft  to  Weft ;  thefe 
Limits  comprehend  four  different  Govern- 
ments, viz.  the  Provinces  of  the  Maffacbu^ 
fets  Bay,  and  New  Hampp:irt\  the  Colonies 
o^  ConneBicut,  and  Rhode-ljland  h  the  Pro- 
vince of  the  Majjachufcts  being  much  the 
largcft,  contains  feveral  Diftrids  of  Territory, 
as  the  late  Colonies  of  the  Mnjfachiijcti  and 

New 
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New  Plywoutb,  the  Province  of  Main,  the 
Country  called  Sagadehoc  and  King's  Coun- 
ty, being  all  the  Lands  between  the  Province 
of  Main,  and  the  River  St.  Croix,  which  is 
the  wcftern  Boundary  o^  Nova  Scotia  j  New 
Hampjhire  is  a  fmall  Province,  having  little 
more  than  twenty  Miles  of  Sea- Coaft,  and 
fpreads  its  Jurifdidion,  by  a  late  Refolution 
of  his  Majefty  in  Council,  on  the  Back  of  the 
Mafjachufets  Province  as  far  as  the  Englijh 
Claim  extends  between  that  Province  and 
the  Province  of  Main ;  ConneBicut^  being 
about  twenty  Leagues  fquare,  is  bounded  by 
the  Sea  on  the  South,  New  York  on  the 
Weft,  the  Majj'ackifets  on  the  North,  and 
Rhode-1/land  on  the  Eaft  ;  Rhode-IJland  being 
the  fmalleft  of  the  four  in  Extent,  is  bounded 
foutherly  by  the  Sea,  and  is  furrounded  by  the 
Maffachujeti  and  Conne5licut  on  its  other 
Sides, 

NOVA  SCO  riA  extends  from  North 
to  South  about  one  hundred  and  tivejity 
Leagues,  and  from  Eaft  to  Weft  about  o?2e 
ku?idredf   comprehending  all  the   Land   be- 
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tween  Cape  Sable  and  Canfo  on  the  South- 
Eaft,  and  the  River  of  St.  Lawrence  on  the 
North-Weft  ;  and  befides  its  being  equally 
commodious  with  Neuo found] and  for  the 
Fifhery,  its  Harbours  are  fo  numerous  and 
fine,  as  not  to  be  exceeded  in  any  Part  o'i  the 
World  }  It  abounds  with  Salmon,  Trout, 
Eds,  and  feveral  other  Sorts  of  frefli-water 
Fiih,  a  great  Plenty  of  wild  Fowl  of  diffe- 
rent Sorts,  its  Woods  are  ftocked  with  Deer, 
Rabbits,  and  an  uncommon  Variety  of  furr'd 
Animals,  its  Soil  is  very  fertile,  producing 
all  Kinds  of  Grain,  and  ProviHons  ;  The 
Country  is  covered  with  Afh,  Beech,  Elm, 
Firs,  Maple,  Cedar,  and  Pines  fit  for  Naval 
Ufes,  and  abounds  with  Lime-Stones  and  fins 
Quarries  for  Building. 

CAPE  BRETON  lying  a  little  to 
the  Eaftward  of  this  Tract,  is  neither  lb 
fertile,  nor  fo  capable  of  Improvement,  as  it  is 
both  rocky,  cold  and  barren,  abounding 
neither  with  Furrs,  nor  Timber  for  building 
of  Ship?,  its  principal,  if  not  only  Advantages 
confiding  in  its  Situation,  and  Harbours,  which 
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are  in  the  Center  of  all  the  Filhing-Banks  on 
the  North  American  Coafts. 

The   Ifland  of    NEWFOUNDLAND 
lies    between    the   ^6th   and    52J   Degree 
of  North  Latitude,  and  is  about  three  hundred 
Miles  in  Length,  and  near  as  broad,  is  fur- 
rounded  with  FiaVing-Banks,  and  many  fine 
Harbours,  is  very  commodious  for  the  Fifhe- 
ry     having  every  Conveniency  for  promoting 
it'  and  by   its  Situation,  being   the    moft 
eafterly  Part  of  North  America,    has   the 
Advantage  of   all  other  Parts,    on    account 
of  its  Nearnefs  to  the  European  Markets,  but 
it  is  not  likely  to  admit  of  any  great  Improve- 
ments, the  Climate  being  too  cold,  and  the 
Soil  but  indifferent. 

As  there  is  very  little  Difference  in  the 
Temperature  of  the  Air,  in  the  feveral  Parts 
oi  New^England,  fo  its  feveral  Produds,  and 
Aotnefs  for  different  Improvements,  vary 
but  in  a  few  Particulars,  the  Southermoft 
being  moil  natural  for  Corn,  and  the 
^  ^  Northern 
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Northern  for  grazing,    and  afford    a  much 
greater  Plenty  of  Timber  and  Fifli. 

The  Wejl-lndia  Iflandsare  furnifhed  from 
hence  with  Horfes,  and  feveral  Kinds  of  live 
Stock  J  Flower,  Bread,  Peafe,  failed  Beef, 
Pork,  Codfifli,  Mackrel,  Herrings,  Cyder, 
Butter,  Onions,  Oil,  Turpentine,  Ships, 
Timber,  Plank,  Boards,  Mafls  and  Yards, 
Bricks,  Shingles,  Staves  and  Hoops;  the 
Southern  Colonies  with  Rum,  Ships,  Deal- 
Boards,  Bricks  and  E«ro/'fj;z  Goods;  New^ 
joundland  with  Rum,  Mololfes,  imported 
Salt  for  the  Fifliery,  and  all  Sorts  of  Provifi- 
ons  J  Great-Britain  and  the  refl  of  Europe 
with  Codfilh,  Ships,  Train-Oil,  Whalebone, 
Deer-fkins,  Peltry,  Staves,  Mafts  and  Yards, 
Pitch,  Tar,  Turpentine,  raw  Hides,  Bees- 
Wax,  and  Bayberry  Wax,  the  Profit  of  all 
which  feveral  Branches  of  Bufmefs  finally 
center  in  this  Kingdom. 

In  thefe  Colonies,  the  Lands  which  arc 
already  cleared  of  Timber,  and  improved  for 
Tillage  and  Pafture,  are  very  far  from  yield- 
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ing  fuch  Profit  to  the  Owner,  as  they  are 
capable  of,  for  Want  of  Manuring,  and 
being  properly  fubdivided  into  fmaller  Allot- 
ments, which  the  great  Price  of  Labour  now 
makes  impradicable  ^  but  as  Nature  has  fur- 
niflied  the  Country  with  feveral  Sorts  of 
Marie  and  Sea- Ware,  whenever  the  Farmer 
has  been  able  to  enrich  the  Soil  with  them,  the 
Produce  of  his  Lands  has  paid  his  Expence, 
apd  greatly  raifed  their  Value,  yet  by  Reafon 
of  the  Scarcity  of  Labourers,  very  few  can 
bear  the  Charge  of  fo  neceffary  a  Cultiva- 
tion ;  but  by  increaling  their  Number,  the 
Country  may  foon  be  enabled  to  do  it,  and 
confequently  to  fupply  the  Weji-Lidia  Iflands 
at  a  much  cheaper  Rate  than  they  can  now. 

A  Number  of  Inhabitants  fetded  on  the 
uncultivated  Lands  in  Nova  Scotia,  would 
not  be  able  to  furnifli  themfelves  with  Provi- 
fions  for  the  firft  Year,  but  as  the  Country 
is  full  of  fine  Harbours,  Lakes  and  Ri- 
vers, the  Lands  are  covered  (as  was  before 
©bferyed)  with  Timber,  and  the  Sea-Coaffe 
plentifully    flocked    with    Fifh    and    wild 

Fowl^ 


(37) 
Fowl,  it  will  foon  be  in  their  Power  to  fupport 
thcmfclvcs  *. 

It  will  be  of  great  Confeqnence  to  the  firfl 
Settlers  in  this  Country^  that  in  clearing  and 
fubduing  their  Lands,  they  will  be  paid  for 
their  Labour,  by  converting  the  Produce  into 
Ship-Timber,  Planks,  Mafls,  Deal- Boards, 
Shingles,  Staves  and  FIoops,  all  which  may 
be  carried  from  their  Plantations  to  Market,  by 
Veflels  that  will  fupply  them  with  Horfes, 
Cattle,  Swine,  and  other  NecefTaries,  to  flock 
their  improved  Lands. 

With  thefe  Advantages,  'tis  eafy  to  forefee 
how  foon  it  is  pradicabie  to  bring  forward 
new  Settlements  in  a  Country^  which  is  i^o 
well  furniflied  with  Supplies,  and  is  fo  near 

Bcjlon, 

*  The  French  King  has  commonly  defrayed 
the  Charge  of  Tranfporting  his  Subjeds  to 
America,  and  maintaijting  them  a  Year  af- 
ter their  Arrival  •,  and  the  Intereft  of  this  King- 
dom never  called  for  a  more  neceflary  Expence, 
than  that  of  fettling  this  Province  with  Pro- 
teftants. 
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Bfflon^  a  Market  that  will  always  take  off 
their  Produce,  and  foon  enable  them  to  raife 
their  Proviiions,  to  build  their  Houfes,  and 
ftpck  their  Plantations,  and  in  a  few  Years 
tQ  export  many  valuable  Commodities  in 
VeiTcls  of  iheir  own,  whilft  they  are  pro- 
moting the  Trade  of  their  Country, 

From  what  has  been  faid  it  will  appear, 
that  if  New-Englajjci  and  Nova  Scotia  w^ere 
fully  inhabited,  and  the  Lands  brought  under 
Improvement,  they  would  be  able  to  furnifli 
the  Wcji-lndies  with  Provifions,  and  o- 
ther  Suppjies  in  larger  Quantities,  than  they  are 
capable  of  exporting  now,  and  their  Remittan- 
ces to  Englaiid  would  not  only  become  more 
confiderable,  but  cheaper  to  the  Merchant, 
by  reducing  the  Price  of  Labour. 

The  Advantages  that  may  arife  to  this 
Kingdom  from  feveral  other  Improvements 
in  the  Northern  Colonies^  when  they  are 
fully  inhabited,  is  worthy  of  a  particular  At- 
tention ;  the  Country  is  every  where  very  apt  to 

produce 


(  39) 

produce  the  beft  of  Flax,  and  in  many 
Places  is  natural  for  Hemp,  both  which 
are  Articles  of  very  great  Confequence  to 
this  Kingdom,  as  the  Manufadture  of 
Linnen^Cloth  within  it,  bears  but  a  fmall 
Proportion  to  its  Confumption.  It 
would  foon  become  very  confiderabie,  and 
lelTen  the  great  Importation  of  Linnens  from 
Germany,  Holland,  &c.  and  the  lafl 
brought  home  to  be  wrought  up  into  Cor- 
dage and  Canvas. 

The  great  Plenty  of  Iron  Ore  in  many  Parts 
of  the  Country,  will  enable  them  not  only  to 
fupply  this  Kingdom  with  vaft  Q^iantities  of 
Pig-iron,  but  Iron  in  Bars,  cheaper  and  equal 
in  Goodnefs  to  the  beft  Spanijh  or  Swede's  I- 
ron,  which  laft,  according  to  a  late  Calculati- 
on, draws  above  t-^'o  hundred  ihufand  Pounds 
yearly  from  the  Kingdom  in  Money,  and  'tis 
well  known  tliat  if  Labour  was  reduced  a 
quarter  Part  in  Nei(J-E'?gIand,  they  couIJ  far- 
niih  a  Quantity  equal  in  Value  to  tlut  Sum 
cheaper  than  'tis  no\v  imported,  and  receive 
their  Return;,  in  Britifi  Goods  : 

And 
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And  kflly,  it  will  enable  them  to 
fecure  the  Cod-fifliery  to  this  Kingdonra, 
by  making  it  more  beneficial  and  extenfive 
than  it  eVer  has  been,  as  the  Proceeds  of 
their  Voyages  will  be  remitted  to  England  in 
Cafh,  and  the  Demand  for  frefh  Supplies  of 
its  Commodities  will  be  increafed,and  its  iineft 
Nurfery  for  Seamen  enlarged. 

There  is  one  Article  which  has  excited  the 
Jealoufy  of  this  Nation  more  than  all  the 
Improvements  the  Colonies  are  capable  of  pro- 
fecuting,  that  is,  the  railing  of  Wool,  and  as 
this  has  never  been  properly  reprefented,  I 
conclude  it  may  be  acceptable  now  ;  the  In- 
habitants of  Neiv-Engla?id  and  New-Tork  are 
fuppofed  to  confume  one  with  another  thirty 
Shillings  Sterling  yearly  in  Britlfi  Manufac- 
tures, two  Thirds  of  v/hich  confifts  of  Wool- 
lens, and  according  to  Mr.  London'^  Paiti- 
phlet,  in  proportion  to  their  Numbers  is  equal 
to  the  Confumption  within  this  Kingdom  5 
It  will  appear  from  his  Calculations,  tbat^i;^ 
hundred    thoufand  Packs  of  Wool    weigh- 
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ing  two  hundred  and  forty  Pounds  Weight 
each,  are  yearly  wrought  up  in  Great-Britain, 
amounting  to  twenty-one  Millions^  of  which 
more  than  one  half  being  exported,  the  Num- 
ber of  Inhabitants,  at  twenty  Shillings  each 
Perlbn,  exceeds  the  Value  of  the  Remainder  j 
This  may  be  eafily  demon (Irated,  by  com- 
paring the  Number  of  People  in  thele  CoIO' 
nicSy  SLmounting  to  four  hundred  tbou/andy  to 
the  Value  of  their  Briti/Jj  Importations,  which 
is  above  Jix  hundred  thoufand  Founds  yearly, 
from  whence  it  follows,  that  they  annually 
confume  more  Woollen  Cloaths  than  an  equal 
Number  of  Inhabitants  in  this  Kingdom  ; 
but  as  they  are  known  to  raife  Wool  ia 
New-Englandy  it  will  be  a  Queftion,  what 
becomes  of  it  ?  to  which  it  may  be  anfwered, 
that  the  Winter  Seafon  being  commonly 
longer,  and  feverer  than  it  is  here,  the  Inha- 
bitants require  more  Cloaths  in  proportion, 
which  may  be  eftimated  at  a  fixth  Part ;  be- 
fides  their  ufual  Employments  being  very  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  of  fcdentary  Artificers,  and 
indoors  Manufadlurcrs,  may  well  be  fuppofed 
to  enlarge  their  Confumpilon. 

F  It 
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.  It  will  appear  from  the  foregoing  Compu- 
tation, that  thefe  Colonies  produce  about  two 
$houfand  Packs  of  Wool  annually,  which  is 
four  hundred  and  ninety-nine  Times  lefs  in 
Proportion  to  the  Inhabitants,  than  grows  in 
Great-Britain.  This  Account  may  the  more 
eafily  be  credited,  by  comparing  it  with  the 
I^umber  of  Sheep  commonly  flaughtered  \r 
the  Courfe  of  each  Year,  obferving,  that  as 
they  are  fnlall,  their  Fleeces  do  not  weigh 
above  iivo  Founds  one  with  another.  But  it 
may  ferve  more  effetftually  to  remove  all  Ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  Colonies  being  ever  able  to 
prejudice  this  Nation  in  the  Woollen  Maim- 
fadure,  to  obferve,  that  their  Sheep  are 
not  only  liable  to  various  Diftempers,  but  are 
{hort-liv'd,  and  their  Wool  is  of  a  very  coarfe 
Staple  ;  for  when  the  Winters  from  Year  to 
Year  admit  of  litde  or  no  Variation,  they  are 
frequently  fubjed:  to  a  cutaneous  Diforder, 
which  being  renewed  with  every  Spring, 
caufes  an  Itching  that  feldom  leaves  them 
till  they  wear  off  their  Fleeces  by  frequently 
rubbing  themfelves  againft  every  thing  that 

prefents 
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frefents  itfdf  to  View,  and  when  the  Wea- 
ther proves  dry,  and  hotter  than  common, 
they  tear  their  Skins  as  well  as  Coars,  and 
are  foon  Fly-blown,  rotten,  and  deftroycd  5 
this  has  pften  proved  (o  contagioLis  as  to 
end  in  the  Deflrudion  of  half  the  Sheep 
in  the  Country  5  and  when  the  Winter 
has  been  longer  than  uiual,  *tis  a  great 
Doubt  whether  their  LoiTes  don't  exceed  their 
Incrcafe,  for  it  has  twice  happened  within 
twenty  Years,  that  a  third  Part  of  all  their 
Stock  has  been  carried  oft  by  the  extreme 
Severity  of  the  Weather. 

It  is  uncommon  to  eat  any  Mutton  in  the 
Country  of  more  than  three  Years  Growth, 
from  whence  it  fuUows,  that  inflead  of  flaugh- 
tering  one  fifth  of  their  Stock  yearly,  as  is 
computed  to  be  the  Cafe  here,  they  conllime 
a  third  Part,  and  their  Fleeces  fallin;i:  iliort  one 
Half  in  Pf^eight^  they  muft  neceffarily  raife 
four  Times  the  Number  of  Sheep  to  produce 
an  equal  Quantity  of  Wool  j  bat  the  Ccjarfe- 
nefs  of  iis  Staple,  which  exceeds  that  of  French 
Wool,  puts  it  out  of  their  Power  to  fabricate 
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fine  Cloaths  ;  and  its  Shortnefs  renders  it  of 
little  Ufe  but  to  be  wrought  into  Stock- 
ings, and  an  ordinary  Cloath  which  is  more 
expenfive,  and  lefs  durable,  than  a  much  finer 
imported  from  hence. 

It  is  evident  from  the  preceding  Account, 
that  'tis  the  Profit  of  their  Mutton,  rather 
than  their  Fleeces,  that  induces  them  to  raife 
any  Sheep   at   all  j    whenever    their  Lands 
have  been  enriched  by  Manuring,  they  lind 
that  the  raifing  of  Beef,  Pork,  and  Corn,  which 
are  Articles  of  Exportation,  as  well  as  Home 
Confumption,  is  of  greater  Advantage;    for 
the    whole    Bufinefs    of    Hufbandry     and 
heavy  Carriages  being  performed  by  Oxen  in- 
ilead  of  Hories,  the  former  are  duubly  ufeful, 
and  after  a  long  Courfe  of  Servitude    by  twa| 
Years  Idlenefs  and  Fattening,    produce  Beef! 
that  would  credit  the  Stalls  in  Leaden-hall 
Market, 

The  Increafe  of  Inhabitants  in  thefe  Colo^ 
nies  will  then  appear  fo  far  from  beiug  inju- 
rious  to  the  Woollen  Manufadtury  here,  that 
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It  will  contribute  more  to  promote  it,  than 
fupplying  an  equal  Number  of  People  in  any 
other  Part  of  the  Britijh  Dominions ;  but 
if  it  fliould  ever  be  otherways,  it  will  proceed 
from  Neceflity,  rather  than  Choice  -,  for  if 
they  are  properly  encouraged  in  raifing  of 
Hemp,  Flax,  Iron,  and  other  rough  Materi- 
als by  a  fuitable  Bounty,  and  in  thofe  Branches 
of  Trade  and  Navigation  which  arc  not  pre- 
judicial to  the  general  Intereft  of  the  King- 
dom, their  Advantages  would  be  infinitely 
greater,  and  their  Labour  lefs,  than  if  they 
profecuted  the  Woollen  Manufadlury  j  but 
if  on  the  contrary,  thefe  feveral  Articles  are 
totally  neglcded,  they  will  be  rendered  inca- 
pable of  making  Remittances  lufficient  to  pay 
for  Briti/h  Cloaths,  and  mufl  of  Courfe 
manufacture  the  bed  they  can  for  thcmfelves. 

The  general  Advantages  that  will  arife 
from  fortifying  and  fettling  Nova  Scotia^ 
are  to  be  confidered  as  they  regard  the 
Views  of  France  as  well  as  Great-Britain, 

The 
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The  French  have  artfully  laboured  ta 
make  the  moft  of  the  Nova  Scotiam^  ever 
fince  their  Subjection  to  the  Britijh  Crown  5 
they  have  not  only  fecured  to  them  the  En- 
joyment of.  their  Religion  and  Eflates,  but 
take  Care  to  furnifh  them  with  Priefls,  who 
teach  them  to  believe  from  their  Infancy, 
that  they  are  the  Subje(5ls  of  France^  and  they 
have  always  been  equally  ufeful  to  them  j  be- 
fore the  prefent  War,  they  not  only  fupplied 
the  French  at  Louisburg  with  Provifions,  but 
with  Wives,  and  were  very  ferviceabie  to 
them  in  their  Fifhery,  in  piloting  their  VeiTcls, 
and  aflifting  them  in  their  Fortifications ,  and 
fince  its  Redudtion,  have  all  contributed  to  fup- 
port,  and  many  of  them  have  acftually  joined 
a  Body  of  French  and  Indians^  In  order,  if 
poffible,  to  get  PolTeffion  otAnJiapoUs  RoyaL 

The  Zeal  and  Attachment  of  thefe  Nova 
Scot  tans  to  the  Romijl:)  Faith,  will  always  pre- 
vent the  Settlement  of  P ret tjl ants  in  the 
Country,  unlefs  it  be  done  in  compa(ft  Bo- 
dies,   and  under  the  Cover  of  Foitificationsj 

but 
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but  till  this  IS  accomplifhed,  it  can  no  more 
be  faid  that  the  Province  belongs  to  the  Crown 
of  Great'Bntain,    becaufe  it  is  poCfefled  of 
Annapolis  Royalj    than  of  the   Kingdom  of 
Spairiy  from  our  Poficflion  of  Gibraltar, 

It  is  therefore  abfolutely  necefTary  for  the 
Safety  and  Interefl:  of  the  Northern  Colonies, 
that  fome  Ipeedy,  and  effe(5lual  Meafures  are 
taken,  to  put  thcfe  Nova  Scotians  on  a  diffe- 
rent Footing,  or  to  remove  them  ;  the  laft 
cannot  well  be  done,  and  the  firft  in  nothing 
better  than  by  encouraging  a  confiderablc 
Number  of  foreign  Proteflants^and  others,  to 
fettle  amongft  them. 

This  will  not  only  be  of  immediate  Service, 
but  in  a  few  Years  will  produce  various  good 
Effefts,  as  the  Country  abounds  with  Pines 
and  Firs,  it  will  be  capable  of  fupplying 
this  Kingdom  with  the  finell:  Deal-Boards  and 
Timber  of  all  Kinds,  in  Veffels  of  its  own, 
which  are  now  imported  from  Noricay,  the 
PakiCy  &c.  in  foreign  Bottoms,  and  drains 
the  Nation  of  immenfe  Sums  of  Money  j  this 

is 
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is  not  only  practicable  on  the  firft  Settlement 
of  the  Country^  but  in  the  Courfe  of  a  few 
Years  will  become  a  fleady  and  ufeful  Branch 
of  Bufinefs :  But  if  none  of  thefe  good  Confe- 
quences  enfue,  yet  fettling  the  Province  with 
Proteftants  is  of  the  greatefl:  Importance,  as 
the  French  will  otherwife  continue  to  cherifli 
the  prefent  Inhabitants,  till  they  exceed  the 
Number,  and  are  of  more  Confequence 
than  thofe  of  Canada,  and  it  requires  no  long 
Time  to  effect  this,  in  a  Country  whofe  In- 
habitants are  not  only  very  healthful,  but  very 
prolific  ;  it  mufl  furely  be  deemed  impoli- 
tic then  to  fuffer  fuch  a  Colony  of  French  Bi- 
gots to  be  reared  up  under  the  kindly  Influ- 
ences of  a  Britifi  Adminiftration,  to  cut  our 
own  People's  Throats  whenever  the  Prie/i 
fhall  confecrate  the  Knife  ;  notwithftanding 
they  hardly  know  the  Name  of  a  Tax  or  Du- 
ty, their  ^lit-Rent  being  but  a  Trifle,  and 
thofe  who  are  at  a  great  Diftance  from  Anna- 
polisy  have  feldom  paid  any  ;  in  the  mean 
time,  they  have  on  all  Occafions  manifefled 
a  Contempt  of  the  Briiijlj  Government  when 
they  could  do  it  with  Impunity,  or  were  too 

remote 
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w!'!i"'"'''^'^-'-'>'°fer  their  Re. 


'entment. 


It  therefore   highly   concerns   this    King- 

p™:h     '"''"''"™'^'^^^^P^'-'^^-- 
P^cvent  ,he,r   future  Growth,    and   D.fec- 

™  .mpoffible  to  effca   ,heir   Removal 
w^out  Bloodshed,  and  if  they  were  ;2 

Strength   to  CW.  and  C.pe  Bre^,„,  as  «-e 

"'   Lands   as    are  under  adnal  Imnrove 
-.  and  towhieh  they  can  .akeoZ: 
"'«.     for     t,s    beyond    Difpute    but   the. 

-n. „uch  larger  Traastha^  they  havet; 


The.rEftatesare  held  by  Patent  from  the 
"';''  f '"S.  ♦-  which  they  pay  a  very 
^11  Ackno^-lcdgment.  their  R^i  was  ' 
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r    .A  to  them  by  the  Articles  of  Capkulafon 
ttThe  RedSo/of  Jnnapolis,  and  was  finally 
^     r  .  ,  ,  the  Treaty  oiUtrecht ;   but  as  no 

ratified  by  *«  'T  ^f^J  b,,„  eftablifhed 

dvil  Government  has  e\ei 

A  re    they  have  no  more  to  do  vvt  h  the  r 

there,  ui  ^^  Quit-Rent, 

to  forty  Pounds  a\ear. 

When  the  Form  of  Government  was  efta- 
bid.  which  is  now  -rafed  *ere  the 
Inftruaions  to  the  Governor  and  Council  w«e 
cooled  from  thofe  of  Virpma,  whereby  the 
^^  If^rantin-  Lands  is  vefted  in  them. 
!:!":«  aTtofuch  conditions,   as  hav 

t  1     .n  nroved  a    sreat  Difcouragement  td 

:L;^tSw\Xb.tisfi4eatoaPenny 
r^ShenevertheGovernmentfi.    J. 
it     and  unlefs  he  has  built  a  Houlc,   . 
I'    \,    Part  of  his  Lands  under  Improvc- 
brought   Part  o  n  the  Date  of  his! 

St^'hfii^^slls  Title:    This  -endej 
S;  the  conftant  Obftruaions   which  bo. 
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the  Trench  *,  and  Indians  have  made  In  Preju_ 
dice  to  any  Proteftant  Settlements,  when  com- 
pared with  the  eafy  Terms  on  which  Lands 
are  granted  in  other  Parts  of  North  America^ 
evidently  accounts  for  the  prefent  Situation  of 
the  Province. 

Since  it  is  apparently  for  the  public  Inte- 
rcft,  that  the  growing  State  of  thefe  Nova 
Scotians  fhould  be  checked,  that  they  fhould 
cither  be  rendered  ufeful,  or  prevented  from 
becoming  dangerous  to  the  other  Colonies,  it 
cannot  more  effectually  be  done,  than  by 
creeling  fuch  Fortihcations,  as  will  keep  their 
moft  populous  Towns  in  Subjedion,  and  at 
the  fame  time  ferve  as  a  Protedion  to  the 
propofed  Settlements  in  the  Province  ;  a  more 
particular  Defcription  of  which  feems  necef- 
G  2  fary 

*  It  has  alwiys  been  found  impra«Sicable  to  fettle 
here,  without  entering  into  a  Conteft  with  the  French^ 
who  either  have  a  real,  or  trump  up  an  imaginary  Title 
to  the  fame  Spot ;  and  if  that  fail?,  the  Indians  are  fure 
to  challenge  the  Property  as  Lords  of  the  whole.  And 
jndfcJ  'tis  difHculi  to  determine  what  Ri^ht  the  prefent 
Inhabitants  have,  or  how  cxcenfive  it  i;,  withuu:  a  fpe- 
tial  Enquiry  and  Survey. 
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fary  in  order  to  carry  fo  ufeful  a  Defign  into 
Execution. 

AB  O  U  T  f event  een  Leagues  North  from 
Cape  Sdbie,  the  Entrance  of  the  Bay  of  Fn?!" 
dy  commences,  where  it  is  about,  twenty 
Leagues  wide,  and  extending  near  forty 
Leagues,  divides  itfelf  into  two  Branches,  one 
of  which  terminates  in  feveral  Rivers,  that 
difcharge  themfelves  into  Minas  Bay,  and  the 
other  running  more  Northerly  to  Chigjiedfo, 
forms  an  Ijihmm  of  that  Name  between  this 
Branch  and  the  Bay  of  Vert^  which  empties 
jtfeif  in -the  Gulf  qI  St.  Lawrence, 

Twelve  Leagues  from  the  aforefaid  Entrance 
on  the-  South  Side  of  the  Bay,  lies  the  Gut  of 
AnncpoUs,  which  is  about  three  Quarters  of  a 
Mile  wide,  and  a  Mile  and  an  half  long,  on 
each  Side  of  Vv^hich  the  Land  is  very  moun- 
t-aincus  and  rocky  ;  the  Tides  are  fo  impetu- 
ous, as  often  to  render  this  a  dangerous  Paf- 
fage  for  large  VeiTels,  but  when  they  are  once 
in,  a  tnofi  delightful  Harbour  prefents  itfelf  to 

View, 
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View,  called  the  Bajhn  of  Annapolis^  from 
the  gradual  Declivity  of  the  Lands  furround- 
ing  it,  being  about  three  Leagues  in  Length 
from  North  Eaft  to  South  Weft,  and  /u-^  in 
Width,  with  fafe  and  commodious  Ancho- 
rage in  moft  Parts  of  it  for  all  the  Ships  in 
England  \  on  its  South  Side  are  two  fmall  Ri- 
vers of  little  Confcquence,  and  the  Land 
is  mountainous  and  rocky ;  on  the  North- 
Eaft  Side  a  little  Ifland  forms  the  Entrance 
of  Afifi^poiis' K'lvcr,  which  continues  naviga- 
ble for  large  Veffels  on  that  Courfe  about  Un 
Leagues. 

At  the  Mouth  of  this  River  arc  fcvcral 
fmall  French  Villages,  from  whence  'tis  a- 
bout  two  fhort  Leagues  to  An?iajolis  Royal, 
which  Hands  on  a  Point  of  Land,  formed  by 
this,  and  another  fmall  River  that  ranges  a- 
bout  South  Eaft  :  The  Situation  of  ibis  For- 
trefs  being  elevated yfLv/y  orje-nenty  Feet  above 
the  Level  of  the  River,  and  ftanding  on 
its  Bank,  renders  an  Attack  from  Ships  a!- 
moft  impraflicable,  for  the  Strength  oi'  the 
Tides  makes  it  very  difficult   for    tl-.cm   to 
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moor,  unlefs  it  be  in  the  Eddy  or  Counter- 
tide,  which  brings  them  too  near  the  Shore  to 
do  any  Execution. 

As  it  is  fituate    on  a    Level   with  the 
Campaln,    there   is  nothing  to  prevent  the 
regular  Approaches  of  an  Enemy  on  two  Sides 
of  the  Garrifon  j    it  is  mounted  with  about 
forty  Cannon  on  four  Bajiions^  and  has  a  Bat- 
tery to  command  the  River  ;  its  Ramparti 
are  of  Earth,    covered  v/ith  large  Stocks  of 
Timber  towards  the  Foj]e  ;  and  it  might  make 
a  good  Defence,  were  its  Powder  Magazine 
Bomb  proof,  which  is  doubted  j  and  as  feve- 
ral  of  the  other  Magazi?ies  and  Barracks 
are  built  of  Timber,  its  Garrifon  might  eafily 
be  burnt  out  :    'Tis  defended  by  about    one 
hu?idred  and  thirty  Men,    exclufive  of  the 
Ncw-Engknd  Auxiliaries,  who,  in  the  Courfe 
of  two  or  three  Years,  have,  in  a  manner, 
rebuilt  the  Fort,  under  the  Diredion  of  the 
Engineer  *.     Upon  both  Sides  of  this  River, 
feveral  pleafant  Villages  are  fcattered  for  thirty 
Miles,  containing  about  three  hundred  Fami- 
lies, who  being  aw'd  by  the  Garrifon  are  the 

moft 

*  Mr.  Cowley. 
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moft,    if  not  the  only  tradable  Inhabitants 
in  the  Province, 

On  the  South  Eaft  Side  of  the  Bay  of  Fun- 
dy  about  thirty  Leagues  from  the  Entrance  of 
Atmapolis,  is  the  Bay  of  Minas^  a  Name  de- 
rived from  the  Report  of  fome  valuable 
Mines  having  been  difcovered  in  its  Neigh- 
bourhood, being  twelve  Leagues  long,  and 
about  three  in  Width,  into  which  the  Rivers 
Canard^  Caobegat^  Fifegat^  and  fome  others 
difcharge  themfelves. 

On  the  other  Branch,  and  at  the  Head  of 
the  Bay^  are  feveral  Villages,  and  about  thres 
Leagues  up  a  narrow  and  deep  River  flands 
the  Town  of  Chigne&o,  or  Chignc^lcc,  a 
Corruption,  as  it  is  faid  from  Le  Chignon  du 
Col -y  here  are  about  tico  hundred  FdmWks, 
the  Country  is  very  healthy  and  pleafant,  fur- 
rounded  with  fine  Meadow?,  which  on  its 
Weft  S"ide  are  more  extenfive  than  any  thing 
of  the  Kind  in  this  Part  of  the  World,  and 
abounds  with  Rivers,  that  at  High- water 
are  navigable  for  large  VefTcls  j  to  the  North- 
ward 
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ward  of  this  Place,  runs  the  moll  rapid,  and 
the  longefl:  Branch  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy^  a» 
bout  North  North-Eall  into  the  main  Land 
which  the  French  now  call  Gafpajia,  on 
which  are  fome  fmall  Villages,  but  by  reafon 
of  the  Badnefs  of  its  Navigation,  they  are 
very  litde  known  j  on  the  North  Side  of  the 
Bay,  about  eight  Leagues  below  ChigneBOy 
and  upon  a  navigable  River,  lies  a  Village 
called  Chipotee^  containing  -^howtjixty  orfe- 
verity  Families  j  fi-om  whence  for  near  for- 
ty Leagues,  the  North  Shore  affords  neither 
Harbour  nor  River  that  is  navigable  for  large 
VefTels,  the  Sea  Coaft  being  very  mountain- 
ous, and  fkirted  with  Rocks  and  Precipices, 
affords  a  difagreeable  Profpefl  to  Naviga- 
tors. North  from  the  Entry  of  Annapolis 
lies  the  fine  River  of  St.  "John^  with  a  capa- 
cious Road  for  Ships  at  its  Entrance ;  on  the 
North  Side  of  which  is  a  narrow  Streight, 
not  a  Piftol  Sliot  over,  thro'  which  there 
-is  no  paffing  but  at  the  Top  of  the  Tide, 
when  the  V/ater  is  upon  a  Level,  at  other 
Times  the  Fall  is  fo  confiderable,  efpecially 
at  low  W^ater,  as  to  make  a  Defcent  of  near 
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thirty  Feet,  being  lined  on  both  Sides 
by  a  folid  Rock,  and  leaving  more  than  forty 
Fathom  of  Water  in  its  Middle  ;  this 
River  fpreads  itfelf  about  halt  a  Mile  in 
Width,  and  with  a  gentle  Current  towards 
its  Outlet  admits  gf  a  delightful.  Navigation 
for  large  Ships  7^/^-  or  y/.v/y  Miles  into  the 
Country,  and  much  farther  for  fmail  Vef- 
fcls ;  from  its  feveral  Brandies  x\\Q,.India'dS  tra- 
verfe  this  Part  of  the  Continent,  by  tran- 
fporting  their  Canoes  by  Land  acrpfs,  fome  fliort 
Spaces,  call'd  by  tliem  Carrying  Places-. 
Here  are  no  more  than  three  ov  Jour  French 
Families,  the  Forces  from  Neiz'-England  ha- 
ving deftroyed  all-their  Settlements  in  the  lail: 
War,  moft  of  the  Inhabitants  removed  to  the 
other  Side  of  the  Bay  ;  a  few  Leagues  fur- 
ther Weft  ward  are  feveral  fine  Harbours,  a- 
mongft  which  is  Harbour  I'Etang^  fo  called 
from  its  Refemblace  of  a  Pond,  as  it  is  fur- 
rounded  with  Highland?,  ics  Entry  being 
deep,  narrow,  and  free  from  Danger,  and 
its  Surface  always  unrufHed  j  this  is  near  the 
River  St.  Croix,  the  Wellern  Boundary  of  the 
Province,    from   whence   to   New    Havip^ 

H  /."v, 
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(hire,  the  Sea  Coaft  is  covered  whhlflands 
that  almoft  form  a  continued  Harboin-  for 
near  tivo  hundred  Miles. 

Fronfi  the  Entrance  into  the  Bay  of  Fundy 
to  Cape  Sabky  there  are  feveral  fine  Rivers 
and  Harbours,  and  two  fmall  Villages ;  from 
Cape  Sabk^  fo  called  from  the  Sand  Banks  on 
Its  Shore,  to  Canfo^  the  Iflands  and  Harbours 
are  fo  numerous  as  not  to  admit  of  either  De- 
fcription  or  naming,  the  moft  confiderable  of 
which  are  ChcbuBoy  MalegaJJj,  Port  Rojignoly 
Port  Mutton^  Port  le  Have,  Port  Rozoir^ 
Lifcombes  Harbour,  &c.  and  Canfo,  which 
at  prefent  ferve  only  as  a  Retreat  to  iifhing 
VelTels,  and  others  in  bad  Weather,  or  to 
wood  and  water ;  a  few  ftragling  Savages, 
who  fluft  their  Habitations  as  the  Seafons  for 
Fifhing  and  Hunting  vary,  are  the  only  In- 
habitants on  this  extcnfive  Coaft. 

From  Canfoy  a  navigable  Streight,  called 
from  it  the  Gut  of  Canfo,  fevers  the  Illand 
of  Cape  Breton  from  the  Continent,  and 
leads  inio  cbe  Bay  of  St»  Lawrence,  on  the 

Soutn- 
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South- Weft  Side  of  which  is  Tatmnagauche 
a  very  good  Harbour,  where  the  French  for- 
merly received  their  Supplies  of  Cattle  and 
Provifions  from  the  Nova  Scotians  for  Louifi 
bourg^  and  it  is  one  of  the  fafefl  and  (hortefl 
O.mmunications  they  can  have  with  thefc 
Inhabitants ;  from  hence  about  ten  Leagues 
North-Weft,  lies  the  Bay  of  Vert  btfore- 
mentioned,  on  which,  and  all  the  Eaftcrn 
Side  of  the  Province,  as  far  as  the  Mouth 
of  Canada  River,  lie  a  great  Variety  of  hne 
Rivers  and  Harbours  very  little  known  to 
us,  as  no  Perfon  has  ever  been  employed  by 
the  Government  to  attempt  a  particular  Dif- 
covery  of  them. 

From  this  Defcription  of  the  Country,  fe- 
verai  Places  will  appear  neceflary  to  be  for- 
tified, of  which  I  lliall  endeavour  to  point 
out  the  moft  convenient,  as  well  iis  thofe 
wluch  are  moft  commodious  for  bringing  for- 
ward the  propolcd  Settlements. 

Canfo  and  ChebuBo  on  the  Sea  Coaft  of 
tills   Piovincj,   nui.uraliy  piv-icQt   th-jinicives 

H  2  rlift 
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lirfl  to  Confideration  ^  the  former  from  its 
having  been  a  long  Time  improved  in  the 
Fifhery,  and  having  once  had  a  wooden 
Blockhoufe,  and  a  fmall  Detachment  of 
Troops  for  its  Proteftion,  and  the  latter  for 
its  fpacious  and  fine  Harbour,  and  having 
been  the  Rendezvous  of  Duke  D'Anvilles 
Squadron. '^^  ^^ 

Ca?ifo  is  convenientlv  fituated  for  the  Cod 
Fifhery,  but  claims  the  Preference  to  the 
other  on  no  account' but  its  having  been  al- 
ready improved,  and  probably  fooner  known: 
But  this  laft  -  greatly  exceeds  the  former 
in  feveral  Refpeds,  ijiz.  its  Situation,  its 
Harbour,  and  Aptnefs  for  Agriculture. 

Its  Situation  is  fuch,  that  it  has  a  fliort  and 
eafy  Communication  by  Land  with  all  the 
Settlements  on  the  Bay  of  Fiindy^  is  equally 
commodious  for  the  Fifliery  with  Canfo,  and 
is  more  in  the  Way  of  all  Ships  paffing  t6 
and  from  Europe  to  New-E77g!a?:d  that  may 
occafionally,  or  by  Strefs  of  Weather  feek  a 
Port  for  Shelter,  or  Relief. 

Its 
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Its  Harbour  gives  place  to  none  in  the 
World,  and  by  its  natural  Form,  and  an 
Ifland  at  its  Entrance,  is  capable  of  being  well 
defended  by  a  regular  Fortification. 

Its  Soil  exceeds  that  of  Canfi^  and  by  the 
Vicinity  of  feveral  fine  Harbours,  will  afford 
great  Conveniences  to  the  firft  Inhabitants; 
thefe  feveral  Advantages  it  boaf^s  beyond  any 
'  other  Place  on  this  Side  of  the  Country  ; 
whereas  Canfo,  though  pofTefTed  for  thirty^ 
five  Years,  could  fhew  no  Improvements  but 
on  fome  fmall  Iflands,  which  produced  little 
more  than  a  few  Kitchen  Gardens ;  its  Har- 
bour is  complained  of  as  not  being  well  de* 
fended  from  hard  Gales  of  Wind;  has  a  very 
rocky  and  difficult  Entrance,  and  the  Com^ 
munication  from  hence  to  the  infdnd  Parts  of 
the  Province  is  through  Chelm^o,  or  Teta- 
magouche.  This  lal^  Place  fcemsalfo  to  claim 
fome  Share  of  Attention,  and  may  probably 
upon  a  critical  Survey,  be  found  fuiuble  fbr 
a  Settlement,  and  to  merit  fach'  a  Fortif^^ 

cation 
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cation  as  may  cut  off  all  future  Supplies  to 
JLouisboiirg  by  this  Channel, 

Leaving  this  Side,  and  the  Sea  Coaft  of  the 
Province,  I  ihall  return  to  the  Bay  of  Fundy 
again,  where  the  Soil,  and  Manner  of  im- 
proving Lands  differs  from  all  other  Parts  of 
North  Af}ierica,  and  where  two  or  three 
different  Fortreffes  will  be  neceffary  to  awe 
the  French  and  India72Sj  and  to  prote<5t  the 
propofed  Settlements  from  their  Infults. 

In  all  Parts  of  this  Bay  the  Rivers  are  of 
great  Length,  and  very  numerous  -,  the  Eb- 
bing and  Flowing  of  the  Tides  is  from  four 
Fathom  at  the  Entrance,  to  ten  or  eleijen  at 
the  Head  of  its  longeil  Branches  j  between 
their  Banks,  and  the  Verge  of  the  Upland, 
are  fine  and  large  Trads  of  Salt  Maifh,  in 
many  Places  extending  themfelves  on  a  Plain 
for  thirty  or  forty  Miles  without  Interrup- 
tion :  In  the  Bays  of  Minas,  Chegne6lo,  and 
their  feveral  Branches,  are  Millions  of  Acres 
that  were  never  yet  improved  5  the  French^ 
\\\  order   to  fave  themfelves  the  Labour  of 

fubduinar 
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fubduing  the  Lands  that  are  covered  with 
Foreft  Wood,  and  interfpeifed  with  Morafles, 
have  furrounded  part  of  thefe  Marflies  with 
Dykes  *,  without  which  they  would  often 
be  flowed  at  high  Water,  and  always  by 
Spring  Tides  ;  they  are  afterwards  ploughed 
up,  and  in  three  Years  produce  all  Kinds  of 
Grain,  and  when  fallow'd  run  into  fine  Grafs. 
This  Land,  by  Reafon  of  its  natural  Richnefs, 
requires  very  little  manuring,  and  Is  not  only 
cafy  of  Tillage,  but  affords  a  beautiful  Pro- 
fped; ;  their  Gardens,  with  fome  Patches  for 
particular  Ufes,  being  all  the  Upland  they 
have  under  Improvement, 

It  is  obvious  from  this  Account,  which  is  far 
from  being  exaggerated,  that  no  Country  is 
better  calculated  to  yield  an  early  Support  to 
its  infant  Colonies,  with  more  Certainty  and 
lefs  Labour,  and  affording  them,  in  the  mean 
time,  a  comfortable  Subfiilance. 

The 

*  This  Term  by  Cuftom  is  applicable  to  the  Rank 
as  well  as  the  Ditch,  ahd  is  always  ufcd  for  both  in  AV- 
va  Scotia. 
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The  Highlands  which  commonly  He  near 
the  Sea  Coaft,  and  the  Sides  of  the  Bay" of 
Fundvy  are  rocky,  and  covered  chiefly  with 
Firs,  but  produce  Plenty  of  Grafs  when 
brought  under  Cultivation  ;  the  level  Country 
is  covered  with  feveral  other  Kinds  of  Wood 
ufeful  in  Building,  and  when  fubdued  and 
fitted  for  Tillage,  difcovers  a  fine  rich  Mold, 
producing  all  Things  in  Perfection  that  are 
natural  to  the  Climate  -,  and  this  will  ferve 
for  a  general  Defcription  of  the  Province,  for 
altho'  fome  Parts  of  the  O^i^t  Sable  and  CaTifo 
Shores  are  rocky,  and  unfit  for  Tillage, 
they  are  intermixed  with  valuable  Trads  of 
low  Lands,  navigable  Rivers,  and  a  great 
Number  of  Iflands,  where  Fiili  may  be  taken 
all  the  Year  round,  as  the  Harbours  are  feldom 
obflruded  with  Ice. 

On  the  North  Side  of  this  Bay,  St.  yohn*s 
River  feems  to  be  the  fitteft  Place  for  making 
a  Settlement,  and  ereding  a  Fortrefs ;  about 
Jifty  Miles  from  its  Entrance,  the  moft  judici- 
ous and  confiderable,  tho'  not  the  mod  nume- 
rous Tribe  ophidians  on  this  Part  of  the  Con- 
tinent 
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tinent  are  fettled,  and  in  the  lafl  War  had  a 
a  llight  Fortification  eiedled  by  the  French 
for  their  Defence. 

Here  the  Land  is  fertile,  and  lies  nearly  on 
a  Level  very  far  into  the  Country,  having 
a  gradual  Declivity  only  towards  the  River, 
that  ferves  to  direct  the  Courfe  of  feveral  large 
Branches  into  its  Sides. 

By  the  Information  of  the  Natives^  the 
inland  Parts  of  this  Country  are  capable 
of  the  fineft  Improvements,  and  although 
here  is  but  a  very  little  Marfh-Land,  the 
Goodncfs  of  the  Soil  makes  ample  Amends 
for  the  Want  of  it,  and  here  are  no  Claims 
of  any  Significancy  to  prevent  the  Settlement 
of  it. 

In  order  to  fliew  what  Places  within  the 
Bay  of  Funds  are  mofl  proper  to  be  fortiried, 
I  Ihall  begin  with  this,  as  it  is  not  only  a  very 
valuable  Country,  but  ib  commodioiilly 
fituated  for  the  Filhery ;  from  hence  the  diredt 
Intercourfe  with  Canada  is  maintained  through 
the  Country,    and  continued  acrois  the  Bay 
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to  Minas  and  Annapolis^  from  which  Places 
it  is  not  more  than  twenty  Leagues  diftant. 

Within,  and  very  near  the  beforemention» 
cd  Streight,  the  Land  feems  conveniently 
elevated  for  ereding  a  Fortrefs  that  will  com- 
inand  the  Entrance,  and  in  time  of  War, 
a  Boom  Chain  would  effedually  fecure  the 
Paffage  ;  this  Place  might  not  only  ferve  to 
protedl  Ships  in  the  Road  below,  but  would 
be  a  fufiicient  Defence  to  a  new  Settlement, 
and  if  properly  garifoned,  might  cut  off  the 
Correfpondence  between  ^ebec  and  the  Nova 
Medians, 

The  Indians  of  the  St.  Johns  Tribe  might 
On  this  Occafion  attempt  to  interrupt  a  Settle- 
ment, but  as  they  are  in  a  State  of  Hoilility 
with  us,  and  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  their 
Lands  were  given  up  by  the  French  to  this 
Crown,  no  Peace  ought  to  be  concluded  with 
them  but  upon  our  own  Terms,  for  they 
were  adually  the  AggrefTors,  by  joining 
the  E!iemy  in  the  Siege  of  Annapolis^  con- 
trary to  fevcral  Treaties  they  formerly  en- 
tered 
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entered  Into  with  the  Province  of  the  Majja^ 
chufcts  Bay. 

From  this  Place  to  ChigneSfOy  the  Country 
has  but  two  or  three  Harbours,  and  the  Sel 
Coaft  being  very  mountainous,  and  but  little 
known,  I  can  only  alTcrt  what  the  Natives 
f.iy  of  it,  that  the  inland  Parts  are  fertile. 

Chigne&o  forming  the   Peninfula,    which 
the  French  call  Accad'-e^  is  commonly  men- 
tioned as   a  neceffary  Place   to  be  fortified, 
jui  order  to  cut  off  the  Communication  with 
Canada  in  time  of  War,     the  Illhmus  not 
being  here  above  two  Leagues  wide  :    The 
foregoing  Reafon  would  have  more  weight. 
If  the  French  transported  any   Baggage  or 
Train  with  them  on  thefe  Occations,  but  that 
,  is  not  pradicable,    and   therefore  they  com- 
monly crofs  the  Rivers  below  in  Canoes  wiih 
tlieir   fmall   Arms   and   Ammunlticrj,    their 
I  larger  Stores  bi,ing  landed  out  of  Vclj- Is  froiTji 
\'Ca>?ada  at  Tefamaza.icbe.     Several  PL;c€3  heae 
I  feem  well  fituated  for  ereifling  j  Fuicels,   np- 
I  on  one  of  which,  an  Eminence  furrou:  .iv-d 
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with  Marfh,  and  commanding  both  the 
River  and  the  Town,  appears  to  be  the  moft 
eligible  for  that  Purpofe  *.  From  this  Place 
by  Land  to  Caobegat  on  the  Bay  of  Minas  it 
is  near  twenty  Leagues,  and  from  thence  to 
the  Town  of  that  Name  it  is  near  twenty 
more. 

MINAS  being  the  principal  Place  in 
the  Province,  and  the  Center  of  all  its  Settle- 
ments, requires  a  more  particular  Dcfcription. 

It  is  compofed  of  a  Number  of  Vil- 
Icees  and  Farm-houfes,  extending  fix  or 
eight  Miles  in  Length,  and  including  fome 
Towns  a  little  more  remote, contains  about  a 
thoufand  Families ,    I  don't  mean  fo  many 

Houfe- 

*  It  is  well  known  that  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Place  ha^'^  adually  bore  Arms  in  Conjun£lion  with 
the  French  and  Indians^  and  were  concluded  to  be  with 
them  when  vhey  attacked  the  Auxiliary.Troops  at  Mi' 
xas  in  the  V/viter  1746.  Munf.  "Jonquier  who  com- 
manded the  French  Y\ttl  at  Chehu^o  after  £)'yf«z,';//r's 
Death,  furnifhed  all  Perfons  in  the  Province  who 
wet •■  fit  for  Service,  wich  Arms  and  Ammunition  to 
alTilt  him  in  the  ReducUon  of  Louiihourg,   ' 
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Houfckecpers,  but  fuch  as  would  be  thus  de- 
nominated among  the  Englijh^  for  here  it 
is  cuftomary  when  one  of  a  Family  marries, 
to  enlarge  the  Manfion'houfe,  and  by  the 
Addition  of  new  Apartments,  they  make 
Room  for  the  expedled  Progeny ;  from  this 
Practice  'tis  common  to  find  three  or  four  Ge- 
nerations under  one  Roof ;  it  is  computed 
that  they  amount  to  about  /even  thoufand 
People,  and  were  the  Inhabitants  induftrious 
they  might  produce  immenfe  Quantities  of 
Corn  ;  the  Soil  of  their  Marflies  having  been 
always  fubje<ft  to  the  periodical  Overflowing 
of  the  Spring  Tides,  iscompoled  of  the  Fat  and 
Slime  that  has  been  waflied  from  the  inland, 
and  mountainous  Parts  of  the  Country,  by 
Rains,  and  the  melting  of  Si^ow  for  Ages 
paft,  and  on  that  Account  i^Jmits  of  a 
long  Improvement  without  any  Manuring. 

Whenever  it  happens  that  any  of  their 
Dykes  are  cafuiilly  broke  down,  the  Over- 
flowing of  the  Tide  renders  the  Marfh 
incapable  of  bearing  any  Corn  iov  three  Years, 
but  afterwards,  by  Means  of  the  new  Recruit 

of 
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©f  Salts,  which  are  incorporated  with  the 
Mold,  the  Soil  is  renewed,  and  produces  as 
fine  Crops  as  ever  j  tiius  Nature  feems  by 
Accident  to  have  pointed  out  a  Procefs, 
whereby  its  Fertility  is  reilored  without  any 
Expence  to  the  Owner  :  Thefe  Lands,  after 
fome  Years  Improvement,  produce  ftveral 
Kinds  of  Grafs,  and  ferve  all  the  feveral 
Ufes  of  Huibandry. 

The  Inhabitants  makea  joint  Bufinefs  of 
Dyking  in  feveral  large  Tradl?,  which  ferve  iirft 
as  common  Fields,  and  being  afterwards  fu fa- 
divided  into  fmaller  Allotments  are  capable 
of  the  various  Improvements  before-mention-^ 
ed  :  Their  Dykes  are  made  of  large  Sods  of 
Marfh  cut  up  in  fquare  Pieces,  and  raifed 
about ^'u^  Feet  higher  than  the  common  Sur- 
face, of  a  cooipetent  Thicknefs  to  withiland 
the  Force  of  the  Tides,  and  foon  grow  very 
firm  and  durable,  being  overfpread  with 
Grafs,  and  have  commonly  Foot-paths  on 
their  Summit,  which  are  both  convenient  and 
delightful. 

On 
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On  the  different  Branches  of  Minas  Bay 
are  fcattered  feveral  other  Towns  and  Vil- 
lages, whofe  Inhabitants  purfue  the  fame 
Mctliods  of  improving  their  Lands. 

There  is  one  Thing  peculiar  to  thefe  Peo- 
ple which  has  fecurcd  their  Allegiance  during 
the  prefent  Wap,  that  is,    the  Dread  of  ha- 
ving their  Dykes  cut  down,  and  their  Eftates 
by  that  Means  ruined  by   the  Englipj^    this 
Pradice  they  felt  the  fevere  Effedis  of  about 
forty  Years  ago,  when  their  Lands  were  thus 
expofed    by  the  Ne^iD-England  Forces,    the 
.Remembrance  of  which   is   pretty  ftrongly 
.  imprdTed  on  the  old  Inhabitants,  and  has  had 
<a  very  good  Effedton  their  Pofterity. 

Minas  is  fo  fituatcd,  as  to  have  a  fliort  and 
cafy  Communication  with  the  extreme  Parts 
of  the  Province,  being  within  a  Days  March 
o^  Chcbu£lOi  on  the  South  Shore,  and  not 
much  farther  by  Land  from  Annapolis,  is 
about  thirty  Leagues  by  Water    from    iS/. 

fohri^ 
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Johnh  River,  and  is  not  much  farther  froia 
^etamagauche. 

From  this  Account  of  the  Country  and 
its  Inhabitants,  it  appears  that  Minas  is  not 
only  the  moft  confiderable  Part  of  it,    but  is 
moft  properly  lituated  for  a  Metropolis,   and 
confequently  requires   a  ftrong   Fortrefs  for 
its  Security  ;  feveral  Places  have  been  propofed 
in  and  near  the  Town  for  this  Purpofe,  upoa 
one  of  which  ftands  the  Stojiehoufe  which 
is  Proof  againft  fmall  Arms  ;  this  is  built  on 
an  Eminence  that  commands  great  Part  of 
the  Town,    but  being  overlooked  by  high 
Land  on  three  Sides,  would  be  greatly  expofed 
in  cafe  of  an  Attack :  There  is  another  Emi- 
nence that  ftands  by  the  River  Gafpero  to 
the  Eaflward  of  the  Town  which  is  fubjed: 
to   the  like  Inconvenience  ;    but   the   mofl 
proper  Place,   if  not  one  of  the  fineft  in  the 
World,  on  account  of  its  natural  Situation,  is 
an  Ifland  of  Upland  about  a  Quarter  Oi  a  Mile 
long,  that  commands  the  Mouth  of  the  Ri- 
ver, is  furrounded  with  fait  Marflies,  and  has 
no  firm  Land  within  a  Mile  of  it. 

The 
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The  Subftance  of  tliefe  Marfnes  Is  fo 
ipongy  and  porous  below  the  Ixvel  of  the 
common  Tides  as  that  it  is  impoflible  to  open 
Trenches,  but  they  will  be  diredly  filled  with 
Water,  and  as  they  are  commonly  flowed 
at  the  Full  and  Chan2;e  without  the  Dvkes, 
it  will  appear  impradicable  to  make  a  regular 
Attock  againft  it  by  Land,  or  to  proceed  by 
Tapping  or  mining,  and  'tis  equally  fo  from 
Ships,  unlefs  it  be  attempted  at  high  Water, 
and  this  muft  be  done  in  a  very  fliort  Time 
on  account  of  the  Rapidity  of  the  Tide, 
which  on  fuch  an  Occafion  would  be  equally 
hazardous  to  them  as  the  Oppofition  of  a 
flrong  Garrifon, 

This  Ifland  commands  the  Profpcvft  of  Mi- 
?ias  Bay,  fo  that  no  Veffcl  can  come  in  or  go 
out  undiicovered,  and  if  it  is  regularly  forti- 
fied might  be  defended  by  t-n-o  hundred  Men 
againit  the  whole  Force  of  Canada  and  the 
No'cd  Scotians, 

K  If 
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If  this  Plan  be  approved  of,  'tis  very  eafy 
to  make  an  open  Road  from  hence  to  Che- 
bu5lQ  for  all  Sorts  of  Carriages,  it  not  being 
2b<iVtJorty  Miles  through  the  Country,  and 
ereding  a  wooden  Blockhoufe  midway,  that 
is  Proof  againft  fmall  Arms,  might  ferve  as  a 
Place  of  Security  to.  Travellers,  and  deter  the 
Savuges  from  interrupting  the  new  Settle- 
ments. 

It  will  be  alfo  reqnifite  to  fortify  the 
Country  immediately,  that  being  a  prepara- 
tory Step  which  requires  fome  time  to  exe- 
cute, and  will  be  found  neceffary  to  precede 
the  propofed  Settlements,  whofe  Neighbour- 
hood will  naturally  raife  a  Jealoufy  among 
the  French  and  Indians,  that  may  create  a 
great  deal  of  Trouble,  and  retard  the  defign'd 
Progrefs. 

To  prevent  the  latter  from  being  trouble- 
fome,  the  Governor  and  Council  fliculd  be  di- 
rected to  take  Hoftages  of  them  to  fecure  the 
Performance  of  fuch  Treaties  as  fliall  be  en- 
tered 
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tered  Into  ;  for  unlefs  fome  falutary  Pre- 
cautions of  this  Kind  are  ufed,  'tis  much 
better  to  continue  the  War  till  they  are 
wholly  extirpated  5  'tis  evident  that  for  many 
Years  the  Indians  did  as  much  Mifchief 
in  New-England  during  a  Peace  as  in 
l^ime  of  War,  which  has  proceeded  from 
the  Inftigations  of  the  Romijlj  Miffionaries  a- 
mongft  them,  and  the  Want  of  Power  in  the 
JLngliJI^  to  purfue  and  punifli  them  in  their 
wild  Retreats.  It  is  expedient  that  a  direct 
Enquiry  ihould  be  made  into  the  Claims  and 
Titles  of  thefe  Inhabitants,  that  their  Boun- 
daries may  be  fixed ;  and  to  prevent  future 
Contentions,  all  the  Lands  that  are  in  the 
Difpofal  of  the  Crown  fliould  be  furveyed,  and 
the  Nature  of  their  Soil,  and  different  Qaa- 
'•ties   for  Improvement  enquired  into  j  that 

Report  be  made  to  his  Majefty,  of  the 
•nofl:  commodious   Places  on   navieable  Ri- 

:rs,  and  the  Sea  Coall:s,  for  fettling  of 
TownQiips,  for  the  Conveniency  of  the  Cod- 
Fijher)\  and  the  Profecution  of  Agriculture. 

K2  The 
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The  Settlement  of  this  Provhice  will  be 
attended  with  fome  Charge  to  the  Govern- 
ment,  and  on  that  Account  may  probably 
meet  with  Interruption ;  yet  as  the  general 
Advantages  are  (o  confpicuous,  nothing  fliould 
be  pernutted  to  defeat  it  5  for  altho'  the  Ex- 
pence  may  at  firfl  be  confidcrable,  it  will  not 
be  durable,  as  the  new  Inhabitants,  by  a  well 
regulated  Militia,  may  be  able  in  a  few 
Years  to  defend  themfelves  j  this'  was  the  Cafe 
with  the  Colonies  in  New-  E?2gland  from  their 
Infancy,  altho'  they  ftruggkd  under  Diffi- 
culties infinitely  exceeding  any  that  the  pro- 
po fed  Settlements  can  be  fubjed  to,  whilfl 
Great-Britain  commands  at  Sea :  The  French 
Inhabitants  mufl  continue  to  be  neutral,  as 
they  flile  themfelves  now,  and  the  Indians 
are  become  fo  inconfiderable  that  very  little 
Danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  them,  if  the 
Settlements  are  made  compadt,  and  in  i  de- 
fenfible  Form ;  the  Maintenance  of  Forts,  and 
Garrifons  will  then  be  a  temporary  Charge 
only,  and  foon  ceafe  to  be  neceflary  ;  but  if  it 
fliould  not,  the  Ihtrodudion  of  Proteftants, 

and 
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and  fccurlng  the  Country  from  France  will 
greatly  over-ballance  the  Expence,    and  ex- 
ceed all  the  real,    and  imaginary    Advan- 
tages that  have  been  fuggefted  to  refult  from 
XW.  Vo'^^^ion  oi  Cape  Breton  :    As   this  Af- 
fertion   may  be   thought   repugnant  to    the 
feveral  Importancei  of  that  Ifland,  which  have 
been  laid  before  the  Public,  I  fliall  enter  more 
particularly  into  the  Confideration  of  it,  and 
its  Fishery,  than  I  at  firfl  intended  :    It  has 
already  been  obferved.  that  the  Place  is  bar- 
ren compared  with  'No'-ca  Scotia,  and  will  ne- 
ver admit  of  any  confiderable  Improvements : 
The  Truth,    and  Reafon  of  thefe  Fads  are 
very   obvious  ;    Cape   Breton    was   as    fooii 
known,    as  Nova  Scotia  o^  Newfoundland, 
but  was  never  thought  to  be  of  any  Value  to 
tlie  PofTcflorsof  thole  Places,  and  it  was  tlie 
Exclufion  from  them,   that  put  the  French 
on  fortifying ;  and  induced  their  Settlement 
of  it,    and°notwithftanding  a   thirty  Years 
Pc^ffeVion,  its  Produce,  exclufive  of  Fiih,  will 
not  fubfift  a  'hmidrea  Families  ;    its  Winters 
arc  of  grc;it  Length,  and  extreme  cold,  itbe- 
in<r  common  for  the  Frcas  to  continue  till  the 
^  latter 
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latter  End  of  May^  and  it  is  near  the  Middle 
of  that  Month  before  it  is  free  of  Ice  : 
For  as  this  Ifland  forms  an  Eddy  to  the 
Current  fetting  through  the  Gulf  of  Sf, 
JLaivrence  it  draws  fuch  Quantities  into  its 
Harbours  as  to  obflrudl  the  Filhery,  and 
render  the  Navigation  very  dangerous :  Du- 
ring the  Summer  it  is  fo  frequently  fubjedt 
to  Fogs,  as  to  have  neither  Heat  nor  Sun- 
fhine  fufficient  to  ripen  its  C3rn  and  Fruits. 
I  cannot  undertake  to  affign  a  philofophical 
Reafon  for  the  Difference  in  the  Tempera- 
ture ©f  the  Air  in  tw^o  Places  lying  in  the 
fame  Latitude,  and  fo  near  together  as  Nova 
Scotia  and  this  Ifland,  but  to  obferve,  that 
as  the  Duration,  and  feveral  Degrees  of  cold, 
moderate,  and  warm  Weather  in  all  Places 
vary  with,  and  depend  upon  the  prevailing 
Winds,  in  the  feveral  Seafons  of  the  Year,  fo  in 
this,  they  commonly  blow  from  fuch  Points  in 
the  Winter  as  bring  on  Storms  of  Snow  and 
Froft,  and  in  the  Summer  thofe  arc  moft  fre- 
quent, that  blow  diredlly  from  the  Banks, 
accompanied  with  thick  Fogs  and  Mifts,  and 
altho'  fome  Parts  of  Nova  Scotia  are  fubjedt 

to 
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to  them,  'tis  neither  in  Degree  nor  Duration 
fufficient  to  ailedt  the  Produce  of  the  Earth, 
nor  to  interrupt  the  Courfe  of  Bufinefs  by- 
Land  or  Sea. 

It  is  well  known,  that  notwithflanding  the 
Situation  of  this  Illand,  four  Fifths  of  the 
French  Fifliery  have  been  profecated  in  other 
Places  :  Their  Bankers,  amounting  to  more 
than  iwo  hundred  Sail  of  Ships  in  Time  of 
Peace,  who  cure  their  Fifh  in  Pickle,  com- 
monly called  Mud  Fijh,  make  their  Voyages 
on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland  without  en- 
tering a  Port  in  America^  and  their  largefl 
Ships  to  the  Number  of  t'wo  hunared  Sail, 
conllantly  ufe  Fifiot  *,    6"/.  Julia?is,    and 

other 

*  Captain  Rous  in  a  Bilander  o^ fourteen  Guns  and 
9ne  hundred Men^  with  a  :5..ip  of  ntar  tlie  U\i\c  Force 
attacked  this  Port  in  Augujl  1744  ;  it  was  defended  by 
five  Ships  navigated  ^-ixh  fcur  hundred  and  fifty  Men  ; 
two  of  eighteen  Guns  eacii,  one  oi  Jixteen^  or.t  o\  fourteen^ 
and  eneoi  twelve,  drawn  up  in  a  circular  Line  round 
the  Harbour,  and  altho'  both  his  Wflch  grounded  at  the 
Entrance,  and  were  cxpofed  to  a  continual  Fire  for 
five  Hours    from    all   tlie  Ships    within    point-blank 

Muflcet- 
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©ther  Harbours  on  the  North- Eaft  Side  of 
that  Ifland,  PhiUfs  Ba)\  and  other  Parts  of 
the  Continent  of  Labrador,  and  Gajpee  in 
Nova  Scotia 'y  in  thefe  feveral  Places  they 
have  no  fettled  Habitations,  but  having  erected 
Houfes,  and  cleared  fmall  Places  for  Gar- 
dens, they  raife  Roots  and  Herbage  fufiici- 
cnt  to  ferve  them  yearly  for  Soup  and  Sal- 
lad,  until  their  Return  to  France  :  It 
appears  then,  that  they  improve  feveral 
ports  more  commodious  for  their  Purpofe 
than  Cape  Breton  ;  'tis  true  they  have  no 
Right  to  filli  on  the  Coafts  of  Nova  Scotia, 
but  their  Claim  on  the  North  Side  of  the 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawre?2ce  has  never  been  con- 
tefted,  and  unlefs  it  Is  In  the  Power  of  this 
Nation  to  exclude  them  totally  from  the 
American  Fifliery,    the    PofTeffion   of  Cape 

Breton 

Mufket-Shot,  he  bravely  took  them  all  with  the 
Lofs  of  no  more  than  eighteen  Men  ;  he  took  another 
Ship  at  St.  y Kuan's  offixteen  Guns  and  ninety  Men,  ten 
Ships  on  the  Banks  with  three  hundred  and  fix  Men,  re- 
took a  Britijh  Ship,  burnt  all  the  French  Houfes,  and 
Stores  in  feven  different  Harbours  wlthfour  VeiTels,  and 
upwards  of  eight  hundred  fifliing  Shallops,  all  within  a 
Month. 
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Breton  cannot  turn  the  Scale  fo  much  In 
theii-  Favour  as  has  been  apprehended :  In 
fliort,  its  greated  Conveniency  to  France  con- 
fills  in  its  being  a  middle  Port  between  C^- 
nada  and  the  French  Dominions  in  general, 
and  could  any  proper  Means  be  devifed  to 
prevent  their  future  Intercourfe  with  the  Br'i^ 
tiJJj  Colonies  from  whence  they  are  fupplied 
with  Stores  and  Provifions  in  return  for  the 
Produce  of  a  contraband  Trade,  the  Inha- 
bitants would  be  under  a  Necefllty  of  return- 
ing annually  to  France  in  their  Fi(h-Ships,  or 
rpcnding  a  miferable  Winter  with  little  elfe 
than  Salt-FIfli  for  their  Subfiftence. 

In  order  to  rival  the  French  in  the  Cod-Fifie- 
ry\  'tis  nccedary  to  confine  them  to  the  Limits 
Aipulated  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  will 
exclude  them  from  all  the  Banks  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia, and  it  does  not  appear  by  that,  nor  any  o- 
ther  Treaty,  that  they  have  a  Right  to  filh  to 
the  Southward  of  Cape  Bonavifta  on  Nc-w^ 
foundland,  between  whofe  Banks  and  the  for- 
mer there  are  no  others  of  any  Note  or  Confe- 
fequence. 

L  This 
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This  would  deprive  them  of  a  great  Part 
of  their  Fifhery,  employing  near  two  hundred 
and  Fifty  Sail  of  Ships  in  Time  of  Peace, 
and  furnifhes  the  Markets  in  France^  Spain, 
Portugaly  and  the  Streights  with  Mud  Fifi ; 
and  as  to  the  remaining  Part,  the  Settlement 
of  Nrja  Scotiay  would  foon  enable  the  Inha- 
bitants to  catch,  and  export  larger  Quantities, 
better  in  Quality,  and  cheaper  than  the  French 
could  poffibly  afford  their  own,  whereby  the 
whole  would  be  of  little  Value  to  them  more 
than  for  their  own  Confumption. 

The  Ifle  of  Sabky  and  Cape  Sable  Banks 
on  thi«  Coaft  are  fo  commodioufly  fituated 
as  to  admit  of  a  fine  Fifhery  in  the  Winter 
whenever  the  Country  is  fettled  and  flocked 
with  Provifions  :  At  prefent  the  Fiflier- 
men  from  Ncjj-EtngJand  make  three  Fairs 
here  in  a  Year,  the  firfl  of  which  being  pro- 
fecut«d  in  March  is  worth  both  the  other,  as 
the  Fifli  taken  then  exceed  any  in  the  World, 
and  if  they  could  be  landed  and  cured  in 
tlie  Winter  Months^    five   Fairs   might  be 

yearly 
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yearly  made  inftead  of  three,  and  the  two 
additional  ones  equal  to  the  beft  of  the  former, 
which  would  in  a  few  Years  be  of  more  Coa- 
fequence  to  Great-Britain  than  any  thing  the 
French  are  capable  of  profecuting  to  fup- 
port  their  Rivalfliip. 

If  this  Point  had  been  well  attended  to 
fwenty  or  thirty  Years  pall:,  their  Filhery 
might  have  been  reduced  before  this  Time 
to  a  contemptible  Situation,  but  the  Cale  was 
fo  different,  that  they  not  only  fiflied 
where  they  pleafed,  but  commonly  infulted 
our  Veilels  whenever  they  met  them,  for 
excepting  fome  of  their  Fiji: cr men  which  were 
feized  by  Captain  Smart  on  the  Canfo  Station 
for  fifhing  without  their  Limits  contrary  to 
Treaty,  they  never  met  with  any  Interruption, 
but  to  prevent  fuch  Accidents  for  the  future, 
as  our  Ships  were  earlier  out  than  theirs,  they 
ever  after  fcnt  a  fuperior  Force  to  deter  our 
Men  of  War  from  the  like  Pra^flice,  and 
have  ruled  abfolute  Lords  of  thofe  Seas. 


As 
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As  that  Treaty  is  the  Bafis  of  the  prefent 
Peace^  and  the  Terms  of  it  in  relation  to  the 
Fifliery  are  plain  and  intelligible,  it  can* 
not  be  doubted  but  the  Adminiftration  will 
caufe  them  to  be  pundtually  obferved,  more 
efpecially  as  they  fall  under  the  Dominion 
of  the  BritiJJj  Flag,  whofe  Honour  is  imme- 
diately concerned  in  fecuring  the  Rights  of 
this  Kingdom  agalnft  all  Encroachments,  and 
in  protedling  its  Subjeds  from  Infults  on  eve- 
ry Part  of  the  Ocean, 


FINIS. 


